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Report  of 


the  Medical  OffL__  _ 


for  the  Year  1930. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 

of  Llanelly. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  1930  on  the  Health 
Administration  of  the  Borough. 

Dr.  Letitia  M.  Allen  commenced  her  duties  as  Assistant  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  in  August,  1930  ; Nurse  Hannah  J.  Lewis  resigned 
her  appointment  as  Health  Visitor  and  left  in  August ; and  Miss 
Kathleen  Griffiths  was  appointed  Matron  of  the  Isolation  Hospital 
on  the  resignation  of  her  predecessor  and  began  her  duties  there  in 
September. 

A reference  to  the  Report  shows  that  there  has  been  a progressive 
decline  in  the  birth  rate  during  the  past  ten  years.  This  decline 
has  been  very  marked  in  the  period  1926-30.  In  1921  the  birth  rate 
was  24.8  per  1,000  ; in  1930  it  had  fallen  to  15.8  per  1,000.  A satis- 
factory feature  has  been  the  fall  in  the  infant  mortality  rate.  The 
rate  for  1930,  46.74  per  1,000  births,  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in 
the  Borough,  and  is  13.26  per  1,000  below  that  for  England  and 
Wales — 60  per  1,000,  which  was  the  lowest  on  record  for  the  country 

Mention  may  also  be  made  of  the  low  incidence  of  scarlet  fever 
and  diphtheria  during  the  year.  Fewer  cases  of  these  diseases  were 
notified  than  in  any  previous  year. 

I have  once  more  to  thank  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department 
for  their  loyal  co-operation,  and  the  Town  Council  and  the  Chairman 
and  members  of  the  Health  Committee  for  the  consideration  which 
has  at  all  times  been  extended  to  me. 


I am. 


Your  obedient  Servant, 


Health  Department, 

Old  Town  Hall,  Llanelly 
July,  1931. 


L.  W.  POLE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

*L.  W.  POLE,  M.B.  (Edin.),  D.P.H. 

Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

*L.  M.  ALLEN,  M.B.  (Belfast),  D.P.H. 

Dental  Surgeon  : 

*T.  E.  MATHIAS,  L.R.C.P.  & S.  (Edin.),  L.F.P.S.  (Glasgow), 
L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  (Edin.) 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Inspector  of  Meat  and  Foods  : 
*|R.  EVANS,  M.R.S.I. 

Assistant  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

*1.  R.  REES,  C.R.S.I. 

*J.  E.  MARKS,  C.R.S.I. 

Health  Visitors  : 

*+§!|M.  c.  JONES. 

*t§||H.  J.  LEWIS  (Resigned  August,  1930). 

Chief  Clerk  : 

M.  E.  SMITH. 

Clerk  : 

W.  J.  SYMMONS. 

Sanitary  Inspectors’  Helper  : 

G.  I.  REES. 

Matron,  Borough  Isolation  Hospital : 
^KATHLEEN  GRIFFITHS. 


Veterinary  Inspector  : 

J.  C.  HILL,  M.R.C.V.S. 

* Salary  Contribution  by  Exchequer, 
f Certified  Meat  and  Other  Foods  Inspector. 
I Fully  Trained  Nurse. 

§ Certificate  Central  Midwives  Board. 

||  Also  School  Nurse. 
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SUMMARY. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  (in  acres)  2,200 

Population,  1921  (adjusted — Registrar-General)  37,180 

Population,  1930  (estimated — M.O.H.)  40,000 

Population,  1930  (estimated — Registrar-General)  37,830 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  7,600 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (according  to  Rate  Books 

end  of  1930)  8,379 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (Census,  1921) 7,945 

Rateable  Value  and  sum  represented  by  penny  rate  £735 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


The  housing  conditions  in  the  town  are  in  general  good,  but  over- 
crowding has  presented  some  difficulty  for  some  years.  This  is 
gradually  being  remedied  by  the  erection  of  new  houses  on  suitable 
sites  in  the  town.  A considerable  amount  of  old  property  is  situated 
in  various  parts  of  the  town,  small  houses,  deficient  in  cubic  space, 
lighting  and  ventilation,  and  sometimes  associated  with  defective 
conditions  making  them  unfit  for  human  habitation.  A preliminary 
survey  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  with  property  of  this  kind  has 
been  made  with  a view  to  putting  into  operation  the  provisions  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1930. 


The  chief  industry  in  the  town  is  tinplate  manufacture.  Other 
industries  are  concerned  with  steelworks,  iron  foundries,  tin  stamping 
and  enamelling  works,  chemical  works,  galvanizing  works,  the 
manufacture  of  patent  fuel,  etc.  The  docks  and  railways  also 
provide  employment,  under  ordinary  conditions,  for  large  numbers 
ot  men.  Owing  to  the  prevailing  depression  in  trade,  employment 
in  the  various  industries  is  much  below  the  normal. 


It  is  difficult  to  say  with  any  degree  of  precision  how  far  occupation 
in  the  manufacture  of  tinplates  and  allied  occupations  have  an 
in  luence  on  the  health  of  those  engaged  in  them.  It  is  probable 
t lat  exposure  to  high  degrees  of  temperature,  combined  with  the 

theUmorHn re  f th® ^mPloyment’  maY  be  responsible  for  some  of 
the  mortality  from  heart  disease,  chronic  bronchitis  cerebral 

“blfe;  an?  rhCTatiC  affections-  but  no  precise  information 
responsive  demonstrate  to  what  degree  these  conditions  are 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  REGISTRAR-GENERAL’S  VITAL 
STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR. 


Total.  Males.  Females. 

Live 

( Legitimate  ... 

...  577  303 

274 

( Birth  Rate 

Births 

| Illegitimate  ... 

...  22  9 

.13 

{ 15.83  per  1,000. 

Still  Births 

...  39  15 

24 

I 61.12  per  1,000 
( total  births. 

Deaths 

...  440  230 

210 

( Death  Rate 
( 11.63  per  1,000. 

Percentage  of  total  deaths  occurring  in  public  institutions  17.04 


Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  : — 

From  Sepsis  nil 

From  other  causes  4 


Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  live  births  : — 


46.74. 

Legitimate  48.52 

Illegitimate  nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  2 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  3 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years  of  age)  nil 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Nursing  in  the  Home.: — The  Llanelly  and  District  Nursing  Associa- 
tion undertake  general  nursing,  but  only  in  the  case  of  subscribers. 
The  home  nursing  of  infectious  disease  is  not  undertaken.  This 
Association  works  independently  of  the  Local  Authority.  The 
Goring  Road  Nursing  Home  has  accommodation  for  medical, 
surgical,  and  maternity  patients.  The  Nursing  Homes  Registration 
Act,  1927,  is  administered  by  the  County  Council. 

Midwives. — The  number  of  midwives  who  practised  in  the  Borough 
in  1930  was  13.  During  the  year  three  midwives  discontinued 
practice,  the  net  number  practising  at  the  end  of  the  year  being  10. 
Nine  of  the  practising  midwives  at  the  end  of  1930  were  resident 
in  the  Borough,  and  one  resided  out  of  the  Borough,  but  practised 
to  a small  extent  in  the  Borough.  No  midwives  are  employed  by, 
or  subsidised  by  the  Town  Council.  Four  maternity  nurses  were 
on  the  staff  of  institutions — the  General  Hospital,  the  Poor  Law 
Institution  (two),  and  the  Goring  Road  Nursing  Home.  For  further 
information  regarding  midwives  see  page  25. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Name 

Situation 

Nature  of 
Accommo- 
dation 

By  whom  provided 

Llanelly  M.  & C.W. 

Health  Dept.,  Old 
Town  Hall 

*4  rooms 

Town  Council. 

School  Clinic 

Do. 

*4  rooms 

Education  Committee 

Dental  Clinic 

Do. 

f2  rooms 

Education  Committee 

Eye  Clinic 

Do. 

f2  rooms 

Education  Committee 

Tuberculosis  Insti- 
tute 

Venereal  Disease 
Clinic 

Greenfield  Villas 

General  Hospital, 
Swansea 

2 rooms 

Welsh  National 
Memorial  Associa- 
tion. 

* Same  rooms  used  for  both  purposes.  f Same  rooms  used  for  both 
purposes. 


Ambulance  Facilities. — An  agreement,  dated  1st  December,  1923, 
was  made  between  the  Corporation  and  the  Priory  for  Wales  of  the 
Order  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  for  the  transport  of 
cases  of  infectious  diseases  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  This  agree- 
ment is  renewable  at  the  end  of  each  year,  d he  Corporation  have 
agreed  to  garage  the  ambulance  free  of  charge  and  pay  an  annual 
subsci  iption  of  £20  to  the  Priory  for  Wales.  The  number  of  times 
the  ambulance  car  was  used  in  1930  was  33.  The  St.  John  Ambulance 
Association  have  made  arrangements  with  the  various  works  and 
mines  in  Llanelly  and  the  outlying  districts  for  the  removal  of  cases 
of  accidents  to  the  General  Hospital. 


Isolation  Hospital.— The  Borough  Isolation  Hospital  is  under  the 
control  of  the  Town  Council.  It  consists  of  two  ward  blocks 
administration  block,  and  a building  which  contains  the  laundry’ 
disinfecting  chamber  and  mortuary.  There  is  accommodation  for 
thnteen  patients  in  one  ward  block,  and  for  ten  in  the  other  block. 
1 he  former  has  two  wards  and  an  observation  ward  while  the  latter 
contains  eight  one-bed  cubicles  and  one  two-bed  cubide  The 
present  staff  consists  of  the  Matron  (Miss  K.  Griffiths)  and  four 
Assistant  Nurses,  one  of  whom  has  had  general  hospital  training 

Cm  nthrer  feVe[  traimng'  By  arrangement  with  the  Carmarthen 
County  Council  patients  are  admitted  from  County  districts  it  a 

Lorn8 th°ef  Borou^'m^t  T"  patient  Patients  admitted 

c . oiough  are  treated  by  their  own  doctors  • the  Mediml 

Superintendent  (Medical  Officer  of  Health)  irlesDonsihle  for  thi 
care  of  patients  iron,  County  districts. 


Hospitals  used  by  Inhabitants  of  the  Area. 
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Remarks. 

Used  by  chronic  sick 
patients.  Accommo- 
dation for  four  mater- 
nity cases. 

' 

1 

Medical 

and 

Nursing 

Staff. 

' 

Management 

Carmarthen 

County 

Council 

(Public 

Assistance 

Committee). 

King 

Edward  VII. 
Welsh 
National 
Memorial 
Association. 

1 

Use  by  persons 
outside  Borough. 

Used  by  persons  out- 
side the  Borough. 

1 

South  Wales  Counties 
and  County  Boroughs. 

No.  of  Beds. 

Male  20 
F.  20 

40 

1 

115 

Purpose. 

Poor  Law 
patients. 

For 

treatment 

of 

tuberculosis. 

Orthopaedic 

treatment. 

Situation. 

In  Ward 
II. 

Various 

' 

Hospital. 

Llanelly 
Poor  Law 
Infirmary. 

King 

Edward 

VII. 

Memorial 

Association 

Sanatoria 

and 

Hospitals 

Prince  of 
Wales 
Hospital. 
Cardiff. 
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Institutional  Provision  for  the  Care  of  Mental  Defectives —The 
County  Council  of  Carmarthen,  jointly  with  a number  of  County 
Councils  in  South  Wales,  maintains  the  Pantglas  Institution,  Llan- 
fynydd,  foi  the  reception  of  mental  defectives.  Cases  resident  in 
the  Borough  are  notified  to  the  Local  Authority  (County  Council), 
under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts,  with  a view  to  their  admission. 

Xo  provision  is  made  for  the  reception  of  male  mental  defectives. 

Laboratory  Work. — The  laboratory  of  the  Health  Department  is 
principally  used  for  the  examination  of  swabs  for  the  presence  of 
diphtheria  germs.  Occasional  specimens  of  sputum  are  examined 
for  the  tubercle  bacillus,  and  slides  are  sometimes  received  for 
examination  in  the  case  of  suspected  gonorrhoea.  A number  of 
samples  of  urine  was  examined. 


The  following  is  a statement  of  the  work  done  : — 


Year. 

1930 

1929 

1928 

1927 

1926 

Diphtheria  swabs  examined 

551 

810 

252 

152 

199 

Sputum  examined  for  T.B. 

1 

10 

10 

12 

Special  examinations  of  milk,  food,  and  water  are  made  by 
Dr.  A.  F.  Sladden,  Beck  Laboratory,  Swansea,  and  Mr.  Clarence 
Seyler,  Swansea  (principally  water  analysis).  On  page  39  will  be 
found  the  results  of  the  bacteriological  analyses  of  milk  made  by 
Dr.  Sladden. 

Diphtheria  antitoxin  is  issued  free  of  charge  to  doctors  practising 
in  the  Borough  for  the  treatment  of  persons  unable  to  pay  the  cost 
of  the  antitoxin. 


The  number  of  units  supplied  during  the  last  five  years  were  : — 


1930 

1929 

1928 

1927 

1926 

744,000 

1,024,000 

776,000 

472,000 

1,084,000 

The  antitoxin  is  supplied  in  capsules  containing  8,000  units  of 
concentrated  antitoxin.  During  the  year  antitoxins  for  the  treat- 
ment of  scarlet  fever,  tetanus  and  puerperal  fever  have  been  issued, 
to  the  doctors  practising  in  the  Borough. 

Anti-meningococcus  serum  has  also  been  stocked  for  the  benefit 
of  people  unable  to  pay  the  cost  of  this  serum. 
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List  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-Laws  and  Regulations  relating  to 
the  Public  Health  in  force  in  the  Borough,  with  the  date  of 

Adoption. 

The  Public  Health  Act,  Supplemental  Act,  1850  (No.  3),  confirming 
a Provisional  Order  of  the  General  Board  of  Health,  dated  31st 
July,  1850,  constituting  a Local  Board  of  Health  for  the  District. 
Llanelly  (Local  Board)  Waterworks  Act,  1865  (excluding  Sections 
23  and  33). 

Llanelly  Local  Board  Act,  1888,  Parts  I.,  II.,  III.  (except  Section  31)  ; 
IV.  (except  Sections  37,  38,  41  and  48)  ; Part  V.  (except 
Section  59)  ; Part  VI.  (except  Sections  68,  70,  88)  ; Part  VIII. 
(except  Section  118),  X.,  XI. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890  (Section  4). 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890  (Parts  1,  2,  3,  4 and  5). 
Llanelly  (Local  Board)  Waterworks  Act,  1891. 

The  Private  Streets  Works  Act,  1892. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907,  Parts  II.  (except  Sections 
19,  20,  25,  and  26)  ; III.  (except  Sections  43  and  49)  ; IV. 
(except  Section  56)  ; V.,  VI.,  X. 

Llanelly  Waterworks  Act,  1909  (with  Bye-laws  thereunder)  (exclud- 
ing Sections  21  and  66). 

The  Llanelly  Corporation  Water  Act,  1920. 

The  Llanelly  Order  1924  Waterworks. 

Ministry  of  Health,  Provisional  Orders  Confirmation  (No.  2)  Act, 
1926,  Llanelly  Order — Provision  of  Ashbins. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925  (Part  II.,  excluding  Sections  20  and  34, 
Part  III.,  excluding  Section  38,  Parts  IV.  and  V.) 

The  Llanelly  Corporation  Act,  1929. 

The  following  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  are  in  force  and  were 
confirmed  in  the  year  mentioned  : — 

(1) .  Markets  (1906  and  1922). 

(2) .  Slaughterhouses  (1905  and  1922). 

(3) .  New  Streets  and  Buildings  (1926). 

(4) .  Common  Lodging  Houses  (1892). 

(5) .  Nuisances  (1892). 

(6) .  Cleansing  of  Footways  and  Pavements,  and  the  Removal 

of  Refuse,  etc.  (1892). 

(7) .  Trade  of  Soap  Boiler  (1892). 

(8) .  Trade  of  Tallow  Melter  (1892). 

(9) .  1 rade  of  Leather  Dresser  (1892). 

(10) .  Trade  of  Tanner  (1892). 

(11) .  Fellmonger  (1892). 

(12) .  Good  Rule  and  Government  (1912). 

(13) .  Confirming  Order  under  Section  51,  Public  Health  Acts 

Amendment  Act,  1907,  Rag  and  Bone  Dealer  (1917). 
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(14) .  Houses-let-in-lodgings  (1926). 

(15) .  Confirming  Order  under  Section  51,  Public  Health  Acts 

Amendment  Act,  1907,  Fish  Frier. 

(16) .  Confirming  Order  under  Section  51,  Public  Health  Acts 

Amendment  Act,  1907,  Gut  Scraper. 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b)  77 

(1)  By  the  Local  Authority  50 

(2)  By  other  Local  Authorities  — 

(3)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  27 

(b)  With  State  assistance  under  Housing  Acts  : 

(1)  by  the  Local  Authority 

(a)  For  the  purpose  of  Part  II.  of  the  Act,  1925  — 

(b)  For  the  purpose  of  Part  III.  of  the  Act,  1925  50 

(c)  For  other  purposes  — 

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  — 


1.  Unfit  Dwelling-houses  : — 

Inspection  : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
Housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 


Housing  Acts)  : 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts  1241 

(b)  Housing  Acts 301 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  inspected 

and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910,  or  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  633 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  5 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 
for  human  habitation  : 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts  546 

(b)  Housing  Acts 36 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  without  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  : 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts  585 

(b)  Housing  Acts 29 
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3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  : — 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act, 
1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 


notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered 

fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ......  3 

(b)  By  the  Local  Authority  3 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  became  operative  in  pursuance 
of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to  close — 


B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 


notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  69 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  42 


(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners  


C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1925  : 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a view  to 

the  making  of  Closing  Orders  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  made  5 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling- 
houses  having  been  rendered  fit  1 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  — 

(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pur- 

suance of  Demolition  Orders  1 


Schools— For  information  as  to  the  sanitary  and  other  conditions 
of  the  public  elementary  schools  see  page  87. 

General  Observations  as  to  Housing  Conditions.— Most  of  the 
houses  of  the  working  class  type  are  of  comparatively  recent 
construction.  1,513  houses  have  been  constructed  since  housing 
schemes  began  in  1920.  In  some  parts  of  the  town  there  are  some 
very  old  houses  which  do  not  come  up  to  the  modern  requirements. 

A complete  survey  of  the  whole  town  has  not  been  made,  but 
precise  information  is  available  with  regard  to  448  houses  as  to  their 
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condition  and  in  reference  to  overcrowding.  The  accompanying 
table  gives  information  on  these  points. 


Premises. 

Total 

occu- 

pants. 

Houses 

over- 

crowded 

Persons 
to  be 
displaced. 

Persons 
who  can  be 
accommo- 
dated in 
existing 
houses. 

Net  No. 
of 

houses 

required 

Unfit  houses 
Unfit  houses 
which  can 

109 

420 

61 

420 

236 

39 

be  made  fit 
Overcrowd- 

161 

540 

68 

277 

89 

38 

ing  only 

178 

1155 

178 

787 

65 

153 

Totals  

448 

2115 

307 

1484 

390 

230* 

* 120  houses  required  for  the  purposes  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  (to  house 
persons  displaced),  and  110  houses  required  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding 
in  houses  not  in  suggested  improvement  areas. 


Sufficency  of  Supply  of  Houses.— (a)  The  extent  of  the  present 
shortage  cannot  be  accurately  stated.  Some  idea  of  the  shortage 
may  be  gained  from  the  number  of  applicants  for  houses.  This 
number  is  now  about  500.  The  question  of  rent  to  be  paid  deters 
many  people  from  applying  for  houses  owing  to  the  prevailing 
economic  conditions.  The  lowest  rent  at  present  charged  for  a 
house  built  with  Government  assistance  is  8s.  Id.  To  meet  the  short- 
age it  is  proposed,  during  the  next  five  years,  to  build  270  houses,  in 
addition  to  230  houses  required  to  re-house  persons  displaced  from 
unfit  houses  or  as  the  result  of  action  under  improvement  orders. 
(See  above  ) 

(b)  No  important  change  in  population  has  occurred  during  the 
present  intercensal  period,  and  it  is  not  anticipated  that  any  will 
occur.  The  chief  occupations  are  connected  with  the  manufacture 
of  tinplates,  and  there  is  no  tendency  for  emigration  to  take  place. 
As  these  industries  are  more  or  less  depressed,  any  influx  of  new 
workers  cannot  be  expected. 

(c)  Any  Special  Difficulties.— There  are  very  few  available  sites 
in  the  Borough  suitable  for  the  erection  of  new  houses.  One  of  the 
remaining  sites  would  allow  of  the  erection  of  about  150  houses.  In 
the  future,  the  question  of  the  erection  of  houses  beyond  the  borough 
boundaries  may,  unless  these  are  extended,  have  to  be  considered. 

Overcrowding. — (a)  Extent.— Some  idea  of  the  extent  of  over- 
crowding has  been  arrived  at  in  preparing  the  figures  shown  in  the 
foregoing  table.  A recent  enquiry  made  into  the  condition  of  houses 
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erected  under  the  provisions  of  the  Small  Dwellings  Acquisition  Act 
■does  not  bring  to  light  any  overcrowding  in  those  houses,  except  in 
a few  instances.  In  the  table  showing  the  degree  of  overcrowding, 
it  may  be  pointed  out  that  the  houses  under  consideration  are 
among  the  worst  in  the  town  from  the  point  of  view  of  sanitary 
conditions. 

(b)  Causes. — Some  of  the  overcrowding  is  due  to  the  fact  that 
houses  are  not  available  while  the  applicants  are  now  paying  more 
for  a few  rooms  than  they  would  require  to  pay  for  a house.  In 
other  cases,  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  pay  more  than  a small 
rent,  certainly  not  the  economic  rent  now  charged  for  houses  built 
with  the  aid  of  Government  grants. 

(c)  Examples  of  special  action. — Action  is  very  seldom  taken  as 
the  abatement  of  overcrowding  can  only  result  in  overcrowding 
elsewhere. 

Fitness  of  Houses. — (a)  Difficulties. — No  particular  difficulties 
ha\e  been  met  with  when  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  or  Section  3 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925.  In  general,  the 
service  of  informal  notices  under  these  Acts  is  all  that  is  required. 
If  these  are  not  effective  the  service  of  statutory  notices  is  generally 
followed  by  the  completion  of  any  work  required  to  be  done.  In 
t nee  instances  it  became  necessary  for  the  Town  Council  to  proceed 
with  the  work. 


!b)  Special  measures.— It  is  suggested  that  a few  areas  should  be 

n m u Under  imProvement  schemes,  while  individual  houses 
s on  cl  be  repaired  or  demolished  in  accordance  with  the  procedure 
set  out  in  the  1930  Act.  y 


Bye-laws. — Housec-T.Pt.in-T  td_  , 


the  houses  are  in  general  in  good  order. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population.  The  estimate  of  the  population  of  the  Boroueh  at 
mid-year  1930  is  given  by  the  Registrar-General  as  37,830,  equal  to 
that  foi  1929.  I am  of  opinion  that  this  estimate  is  too  low,  and  that 
the  population  is  nearer  40,000. 

If  the  natural  increases  for  the  years  1922  to  1930  are  added 
together,  the  total  natural  increase  for  the  nine  years  is  2,660.  When 
this  is  added  to  the  population  for  1921  a population  of  39,840  is. 
obtained.  This  method  of  estimating  the  population  can  be 
criticised  as  wanting  in  accuracy,  but  it  furnishes  some  grounds  for 
believing  that  the  estimated  population  of  the  Registrar-General  for 
1930  is  lower  than  the  actual. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  Registrar-General  is  used  in  the 
calculation  of  all  rates  except  those  for  which  the  local  estimate  can 
only  be  used. 

The  natural  increase  of  population,  i.e.,  the  increase  of  births  over 
deaths,  was  159  in  1930. 

Births. — 612  births  were  registered  during  the  year.  After  making 
allowance  for  transferable  births,  the  net  number  of  births  belonging 
to  the  Borough  was  599,  equal  to  a birth  rate  of  15.83  per  1,0C0  of 
the  population.  The  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  16.3 
per  1,000. 

Illegitimate  births  numbered  22,  or  one  illegitimate  birth  per  27 
legitimate  births. 


Table  showing  the  number  of  Births  and  Birth  Rates  per  1,000 

population. 


1930 

1929 

1928 

1927 

1926 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

Llanelly 

599 

15.8 

605 

16.0 

655 

17.3 

680 

17.2 

764 

19.3 

England  & Wales 

| 

16.3 

— 

16.3 

16.7 

— 

16.7 

— 

17.8 

Still  Births  numbered  39,  equal  to  a rate  of  1.30  per  1,000  popula- 
tion. That  for  England  and  Wales  was  0.69.  The  still  birth  rate 
per  1,000  total  births  (including  still  births)  was  61.12. 

Deaths. — The  gross  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough 
was  458.  After  making  allowance  for  transferable  deaths,  the  net 
number  belonging  to  the  Borough  was  440,  equal  to  a death  rate  of 
11.63  per  1,000  of  the  population.  The  death  rate  has  remained 
almost  stationary  for  some  years  past. 
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Table  showing  the  number  of  Deaths  and  Death  Rate  per  1,000 

population. 


1930 

1929 

1928 

1927 

1926 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

Llanelly 

440 

11.63 

419 

11.07 

422 

11.20 

450 

11.38 

451 

11.4 

England  & Wales 

11.4 

— 

13.4 

— 

11.7 

— 

12.3 

— 

11.6 

Inquests. — These  numbered  27. 

Uncertified  Deaths  numbered  4. 

Deaths  in  Public  Institutions.— 75  deaths  occurred  in  public 
institutions,  including  the  Llanelly  Workhouse  and  the  Llanelly 
General  Hospital. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Notification  of  Births. — The  number  of  births  not  notified  does  not 
show  much  variation  from  year  to  year.  The  number  of  unnotified 
births  could  be  reduced  considerably  if  midwives  and  others 
responsible  for  notification  realised  that  it  is  their  statutory  duty  to 
notify  births  within  36  hours  of  their  occurrence.  The  attention  of 
midwives  has  been  drawn  to  their  duty  under  the  Notification  of 
Births  Acts  in  this  matter.  An  improvement  in  the  notification  of 
births  would  probably  be  effected  if  the  Town  Council  were  the  Local 
Supervising  Authority  under  the  Midwives  Acts,  as  closer  contact 
with  midwives  would  then  be  possible. 

, The  accompanying  table  gives  particulars  of  the  notifications 
cuiing  1930,  as  well  as  for  the  four  preceding  years  : — 


Births  registered  and  notified 
Births  registered,  but  not  notified 

1930 

1929 

1928 

1927 

1926 

584 

28 

593 

19 

651 

12 

663 

20 

761 

24 

dotal  Live  Births  ... 

612 

612 

663 

683 

785 

Still  Births  notified 

Births  notified  by  Midwives 

Births  notified  by  Medical  Practitioners 

Births  notified  by  Parents 

38 

37 

33 

37 

24 

599 

1 

11 

583 

12 

3 

662 

8 

9 

656 

4 

3 

756 

4 

1 
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Table  showing  number  of  Still  Births  and  the  Still  Birth  Rate 
per  1,000  population. 


1930 

1929 

1928 

1927* 

1926* 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

Llanelly 

England  & Wales 

39 

1.03 

0.69 

35 

0.92 

0.68 

37 

0.98 

0.70 

37 

0.93 

24 

0.60 

* The  Births  and  Deaths  Registration  Act,  1926,  Section  7,  which  came 
into  force  on  1st  July,  1927,  made  provision  for  the  registration  of  still  births. 
The  numbers  of  still  births  for  1926  and  1927  are  obtained  from  still  birth 
notifications. 


Infant  Mortality. — The  net  number  of  infant  deaths  was  28,  equal 
to  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  46.74  per  1,C00  births,  the  lowest  rate 
ever  recorded  in  the  Borough.  The  previous  lowest  record  was  that 
for  1928 — 54.29  per  1,C00  births.  That  for  1929  was  64.46  per  1,000 
births.  The  number  of  illegitimate  children  was  nil. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1930  was  60 
per  1,000  births.  This  is  the  lowest  rate  on  record,  and  is  5 per  1,000 
less  than  the  previous  record — 65  per  1,CG0- — in  1928. 

Table  showing  the  Number  of  Deaths  under  one  year  of  age, 
and  the  Rates  of  Infant  Mortality. 


1 

13) 

1929 

1S2S 

1 

927 

1926 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

Llanelly 

28 

46.74 

39 

64.46 

36 

54.29 

56 

82.23 

54 

70.6 

England  & Wales 

— 

60.00 

— 

74.00 

— 

65.00 

— 

69.00 

— 

70.0 

19 


Table  showing  Infant  Mortality  by  Sex  and  Causes. 


Males. 


Females. 


Total. 


No.  of 
Deaths. 

Deaths  per 
1000  births. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Deaths  per 
1000  births. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

Deaths  per 
1000  Births. 

All  Causes— 

Under  4 weeks 

5 

8.34 

10 

16.69 

15 

25.04 

4 weeks — 3 months 

1 

1.66 

1 

1.66 

2 

3.33 

3 months — 6 months  

4 

6.67 

2 

3.33 

6 

10.01 

6 9 

2 

3.33 

1 

1.66 

3 

5.00 

9 „ 12  „ 

1 

1.66 

1 

1.66 

2 

3.33 

Total  under  one  year 

13 

21.70 

15 

25.04 

28 

46.74 

Under  4 weeks — 

1st  week  

4 

6.67 

8 

13.35 

12 

20.03 

2nd  ,, 

— 

— 

1 

1.66 

1 

1.66 

3rd  ,, 

— 

— 

1 

1.66 

1 

1.66 

4th  „ 

1 

1.66 

— 

— 

1 

1.66 

Total  under  four  weeks 

5 

8.34 

10 

16.69 

15 

25.04 

Under  one  week — 

1st  day 

i 

1.66 

4 

6.67 

5 

8.34 

2nd  ,,  Z1 

3 

5.00 

— 

— 

3 

5.00 

3rd  

— 

— 

3 

5.00 

3 

5.00 

4th  ,, 

— 

— 

1 

1.66 

1 

1.66 

°th  ,, 
6th 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7th  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  under  one  week 

4 

6.67 

8 

13.35 

12 

20.03 

Whooping  Cough 



3 

5 00 

3 

5 00 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

1 

1.66 

1 

9 

1 66 

Epilepsy  and  Convulsions 

1 

1.66 

1 

1 66 

3.33 

10.01 

15.02 

6.67 

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

4 

6.67 

2 

3 33 

ft 

Developmental  & Wasting 
Diseases  : 

Prematurity 

4 

6.67 

5 

8 34 

9 

Other  Causes 
Injury  at  Birth  : 

— 

4 

6.67 

4 

Suffocation 
Other  Causes 

1 

2 

1.66 

3.33 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1.66 

3.33 

All  Causes 

13 

21.70 

15 

25.04 

28 

46.74 
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15  (53  per  cent.)  of  the  infant  deaths  were  of  children  under  the 
age  of  four  weeks.  12  (43  per  cent.)  infants  died  in  the  first  week 
of  life  (first  four  days),  while  8 (28  per  cent.)  died  within  the  first 
two  days  of  life. 

The  chief  cause  of  death  of  infants  in  the  first  week  after  birth 
was  prematurity — 6 deaths.  These  all  occurred  within  two  days 
after  birth.  The  principal  causes  of  the  28  deaths  were  develop- 
mental and  wasting  diseases  (prematurity,  etc.),  which  accounted 
for  13  (46  per  cent.)  of  the  deaths,  nearly  half  of  the  total.  6 of  the 
deaths  were  caused  by  bronchitis  or  pneumonia,  and  3 by  whooping 
cough. 

For  the  past  few  years  the  infant  mortality  rate  has  been  lowr 
(see  table  on  page  18)  compared  with  that  of  England  and  Wales. 
A low  rate  of  mortality  is  evidence  of  improved  knowledge  on  the 
part  of  mothers  in  regard  to  the  proper  nurture  of  infants.  It  is 
also  associated  with  a low  rate  or  mortality  among  young  children 
up  to  the  age  of  5 years.  The  death  rate  of  infants  in  the  first  few 
weeks  of  life,  and  more  particularly  in  the  first  week,  continues  to 
remain  high,  while  at  the  same  time  there  has  been  a gradual 
reduction  in  the  death  rate  of  infants  after  the  first  month.  The 
table  on  page  21  for  the  5 years  1926-30  brings  this  fact  out  clearly. 

“ A high  infant  mortality  rate  implies  (a)  the  loss  of  many  infants  ; 
(b)  the  maiming  of  many  surviving  children,  for  conditions  which 
kill  some,  injure  others  ; (c)  a high  death  rate  in  the  next  four  years 
of  child  life  ; and  (d)  the  existence  of  unhealthy  conditions  in  the 
mothers  or  in  the  home  life  of  the  people.” — (Chief  Medical  Officer. 
Ministry  of  Health). 

The  available  records  of  infant  mortality  go  back  to  the  year  1873, 
when  the  infant  mortality  rate  was  140  per  l,OGO  births.  The  rates 
for  each  year  after  1873  varied  to  some  extent,  but  there  was  a 
gradual,  but  irregular,  rise  in  the  mortality  rate  until  1895,  the  year 
with  the  highest  recorded  rate — 214  per  1,000  births.  From  this 
year  onwards  there  has  been  a gradual  fall,  with  peaks  of  higher 
mortality  in  the  years  1897  (182),  1899  (198),  1901  (172),  1908  (174), 
1910  (164),  1914  (130).  Subsequently,  the  rates  rapidly  fell  and 
after  1920  (110)  were  never  again  above  100  per  1,000  births.  Since 
1921  the  highest  infant  mortality  rate,  86  per  1,000  births,  was 
recorded  in  1925.  The  saving  of  infant  lives  has  resulted  in  the 
survival  of  a greater  number  of  children  of  the  younger  ages  than 
was  possible  in  the  years  when  infant  mortality  was  high,  as  a high 
death  rate  of  infants  implies  weakened  vitality  of  the  survivors  so 
that  they  are  less  well  adapted  to  resist  illness  or  infection.  (See 
above). 


Infant  Mortality.  5-year  period  1926-30. 


21 


diarrhoea  accounted  for  six  deaths  in  1929. 


22 


Maternal  Mortality. — The  number  of  deaths  of  women  as  the 
result  of  childbirth  was  four  in  1930 — 6.67  per  1,000  births.  No 
death  was  caused  by  puerperal  sepsis.  The  causes  of  death  of  the 
four  mothers  were  (1)  anaemia ; (2)  embolus  of  lung,  following 
" white  leg  ” ; (3)  difficult  labour,  associated  with  anaesthetic ; 

(4)  miscarriage  due  to  fall  downstairs.  Of  these  four  deaths  two, 
the  first  and  the  last,  were  not  directly  associated  with  childbirth. 
But  for  the  inclusion  of  these  two  deaths,  the  maternal  mortality 
rate  would  have  been  reduced  by  one-half. 

A record  has  been  prepared  shewing  the  maternal  mortality  rates 
since  1908.  This  record  shows  that,  compared  with  England  and 
Wales,  and  particularly  when  compared  with  Wales  only,  the 
position  of  Llanelly  with  regard  to  maternal  deaths  is  very  satis- 
factory, a position  which  could  only  have  been  attained  with  an 
efficient  midwifery  service  by  doctors  and  midwives.  This  does  not 
mean  that  better  results  are  not  possible.  The  Interim  Report 
issued  in  July,  1930,  of  the  Departmental  Committee  set  up  to 
investigate  the  causes  of  maternal  mortality,  contains  much 
interesting  and  valuable  information  regarding  the  probable  reasons 
for  the  general  high  death  rate  of  women  as  the  result  of  childbirth. 
The  information  available  to  the  Departmental  Committee  goes  to 
show  that  at  least  half  of  the  deaths  investigated  by  them  was  due 
to  preventable  causes,  and  stress  is  laid  upon  the  necessity  for 
increased  ante-natal  supervision  of  expectant  mothers. 

The  following  tables  show  the  maternal  mortality  rates  for  the 
years  1921  to  1930  and  for  the  five-yearly  periods  1921-25  and  1926- 
30.  Deaths  and  death  rates  from  sepsis  and  other  causes  are 
separately  set  out. 

Investigations  connected  with  maternal  mortality  are  made  by 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  County  Inspector  of 
Midwives  enquires  into  all  cases  of  puerperal  fever  and  puerperal 
pyrexia. 
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Average  Yearly  Maternal  Mortality  for  periods  1921-25  & 1926-30. 
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Following  the  issue  of  Memo.  156/M.C.W.  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health  in  December,  1930,  I submitted  a report  to  the  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committee.  After  pointing  out  the  conclusions 
arrived  at  by  the  Departmental  Committee  on  Maternal  Mortality 
reference  was  made  to  the  suggestion  contained  in  Memo.  156  that 
in  order  to  encourage  and  assist  uninsured  women  an  arrangement 
should  be  entered  into  with  private  medical  practitioners  whereby 
they  should  undertake  the  routine  ante-natal  examination  of 
uninsured  women  who  have  engaged  midwives  for  the  confinement, 
but  who  are  reluctant  to  visit  the  ante-natal  centre  for  this  purpose. 
The  Memo,  further  suggests  that  a list  should  be  prepared  by  the 
Authority  of  those  doctors  who  are  willing  to  undertake  this  service 
for  uninsured  women  who  engage  midwives.  Emphasis  is  laid  upon 
the  point  that  the  full  co-operation  of  the  midwives  is  essential, 
and  that  it  should  be  made  clear  to  them  that  these  arrangements 
are  designed  in  their  interests  as  well  as  those  of  the  patient. 


Midwives. — -The  following  is  a statement  of  the  number  of  notifica- 
tions received  from  midwives  during  the  year  1930  : — 

Three  midwives  attended  108,  114  and  116  births  ; one  mid- 
wife attended  84  births  ; one  midwife  attended  45  births  ; two 
midwives  attended  22  births,  and  one  midwife  attended  20 
births  ; ten  midwives  or  maternity  nurses  attended  from  1 to  11 
cases.  (Included  in  these  was  one  case  attended  in  urgent 
circumstances  in  a public  place  by  a midwife  residing  out  of  the 
Borough  who  was  on  the  spot  at  the  time,  and  the  notifications 
received  from  four  maternity  nurses  in  institutions.) 

The  total  number  of  still  births  notified  by  midwives  or  from 
institutions  was  33.  Two  midwives  attended  8 cases  each  ; 
one  midwife  attended  5 cases  ; two  midwives  attended  4 cases 
each  ; four  midwives  attended  one  case  each.  (Two  still  births 
took  place  in  institutions— one  in  the  General  Hospital  and  one 
in  the  Goring  Road  Nursing  Home.) 

*e!fence  ,^as  made  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1929  to  the  fact 
i • a*4  / no dfications  do  not  furnish  any  information  in  regard  to 

du  tlrs  tor  which  medical  help  was  summoned.  The  figures  given 
aro\e  o not  necessarily  mean  that  all  the  births  were  conducted 
y mi  vncs  personally,  without  medical  assistance.  Midwives 
are  reqmred  by  the  rules  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  to  notify 
fnA  i Loca  SuP<rrvislng  Authority  every  case  in  which  they  ask 
P'  , F1)ls  ^formation,  which  is  sent  to  the  County  Council  is 
not  furrnshed  t°  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  Borough 

council  wS  GTrnmenlt  ^Ct:  1929>  Action  62,  enables  any  district 
to  h?m,uy  a whole-tune  Medical  Officer  of  Healths  apply 

fnrH  M’r1S+ter  °f  Health  to  be  made  the  Local  Supervising  Authority 
for  their  district.  Previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Midwives  Act  1<)18 
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a County  Council  were  empowered  to  delegate  their  duties  of  super- 
vision of  midwives  to  a district  council,  but  by  Section  10  of  the  Act 
of  191S,  this  power  was  withdrawn.  I have  held  the  view  for  many 
years  that  the  Town  Council  of  Llanelly  should  be  the  Local  Supei- 
vising  Authority  under  the  Midwives  Acts  and  not  the  Count}' 
Council,  as  I am  of  opinion  that  the  supei vision  of  midwives  could 
be  more  conveniently  undertaken  by  the  Health  Department  and 
would  promote  co-operation  with  the  midwives  practising  in  the 
Borough. 

I should  like  here  to  place  on  record  the  good  work  which  Miss 
Newcomb,  the  County  Inspector  of  Midwives,  has  been  able  to 
accomplish  in  connection  with  the  supervision  of  the  midwives  of 
the  town.  Her  aim  has  always  been  to  guide  and  assist  the  midwives 
and  gain  their  confidence. 

There  are  no  unqualified  midwives  now  practising  in  the  Borough. 
All  are  certified  midwives.  The  number  of  midwives  is  adequate 
for  the  work  in  the  town,  but  some  of  them  attend  very  few  cases. 
This  in  part  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  the  Nursing  Institute 
charges  have  been  less  than  those  charged  by  midwives  in  piivate 
practice,  and  there  has  been  no  encouragement  to  continue  in 
practice  ; some  midwives  cannot  hope  to  make  a living  out  of  the 
work,  and  this  has,  no  doubt,  been  partly  the  reason  why  a few 
have  discontinued  practice.  Another  reason  may  be  the  falling 
birth  rate,  which  has  been  progressive  during  the  past  ten  years. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic. — This  clinic  is  open  every  Monday,  Tuesday 
and  Wednesday,  from  2.30  till  5 p.m.  The  table  on  page  '^1  shows 
the  number  of  infants  who  attended  at  the  clinic  and  the  total 
number  of  attendances  made.  The  table  also  gives  the  number 
of  visits  paid  by  health  visitors. 

Ante-Natal  Clinic. — The  clinic  is  open  on  Tuesdays  at  2.30  p.m. 
The  number  of  attendances  of  6 women  was  9.  The  attendance  at 
the  clinic  would  probably  be  increased  if  midwives  co-operated  moie 
effectively  with  the  Health  Department. 

Birth  Control. — Arguments  for  and  against  birth  control  continue 
to  be  expressed,  sometimes  with  the  utmost  vigour.  I am  entirely 
opposed  to  the  giving  of  any  information  at  the  ante-natal  centie. 
The  main  purpose  of  the  centre  is  the  detection  of  any  kind  of 
abnormality  of  mothers  which  may  be  inimical  to  the  noimal  course 
of  pregnancy  and  labour,  and  to  advise  prospective  mothers  in 
regard  to  their  own  health  and  that  of  their  infants.  I agree  with 
the  view  set  out  in  the  Circular  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  that 
information  regarding  birth  control  should  only  be  given  on  medical 
grounds  to  married  women,  and  that  the  indiscriminate  broad- 
casting of  information,  especially  to  the  presumably  healthy  woman, 
may  do  more  harm  than  good.  Further,  if  information  as  to  contai- 
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ceptive  methods  is  desired  in  cases  in  which  it  might  be  beneficial 
to  give  it,  I am  of  opinion  that  the  proper  person  to  be  consulted 
is  the  family  doctor,  and  that  the  ante-natal  centre  should  not  be 
used  for  this  purpose. 

Issue  of  Milk. — Arrangements  exist  at  the  clinic  for  the  supply  of 
milk — dried  or  ordinary — to  expectant  mothers  and  infants.  Before 
the  issue  of  milk,  all  applications  are  investigated,  and  the  issue — 
free  or  at  cost  price — is  governed  by  a scale  of  income  approved  by 
the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  cost  of  milk  to  the  Borough 
for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1931  : — 

£ s.  d.  £ s.  d. 

Dried  Milk 

Payments  520  17  6| 

Receipts  460  17  6 

Stock  in  hand  29  1 10i 

: 4S9  19  4£ 

Cost  to  Local  Authority  30  18  2 

Ordinary  Milk  : 

Cost  to  Local  Authority  38  17  4 

Attendances  at  Centre: — 

Infants  : 

Number  of  new  cases  329 

Number  of  old  cases  452 

Total  number  of  attendances  4061 

Children  over  1 year  old  : 

Number  2^4 

Total  number  of  attendances  236 

Expectant  Mothers  : 

Number  0 

Total  number  of  attendances  q 

Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors: — 

Infants  : 

First  visits  54g 

Subsequent  visits  902 1 

Total  visits  3169 

Children  over  1 year  old  4054 

Expectant  Mothers  : 

First  visits  qq 

Subsequent  visits  09 

Total  visits  g.> 

Milk:— 

Number  of  free  milk  tickets  issued  .... 


2S 

Glaxo  Dried  Milk: — 

Number  of  packets  sold  : 

Full  price 

Given  free 

Total  packets  issued 

Cow  and  Gate  Dried  Milk: — 

Number  of  packets  sold  : 

Full  price 

Given  free 

Total  packets  issued 

Ambrosia  Dried  Milk: — 

Number  of  packets  sold  : 

Full  price 

Half-price 

Given  free 

Total  packets  issued 

Humanized  Trufood  Dried  Milk: — 

Number  of  packets  sold  : 

Full  price 

Given  free 

Total  packets  issued 

Virol : — 

Number  of  tins  sold  : 

Full  price 
Given  free 
Total  tins  issued 

Ostelin: — 

Number  of  tins  sold  : 

Full  price 
Given  free 
Total  tins  issued 


648 

153 

801 


2539 

184 

2723 


106 

2 

129 

237 


2061 

3 

2064 


775 

13 

788 


117 

3 

120 


Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Malt: — 

Number  of  tins  sold  : 

Full  price  51 

Given  free  ~ 

Total  tins  issued  ' 57 

The  County  Council  in  preparing  their  administrative  scheme, 
as  required  by  the  local  Government  Act,  1929,  may  make  arrange- 
ments with  any  District  Council  who  have  established  a Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Committee  for  this  work  to  be  done  by  the 
District  Council  upon  such  terms  and  conditions  as  may  be  agieed. 
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In  the  ordinary  course  of  this  work  in  Llanelly,  mothers  and  children 
who  receive  assistance  through  the  Guardians  Committee  attend 
the  Ante-natal  and  Welfare  Centres,  but  milk,  etc.,  is  not  issued  to 
them.  Special  arrangements  have  been  made  to  deal  with  these 
cases.  This  would  not  be  necessary  if  the  County  Council  came  to 
some  arrangement  with  the  Town  Council  to  meet  the  case  of 
persons  who  were  in  receipt  of  Poor  Law  relief. 

Health  Visitors —Since  August,  1930,  there  has  only  been  one 
health  visitor.  A report  was  presented  by  me  to  the  Council  in 
January,  1930,  recommending  that  the  health  visiting  staff  should 
consist  of  three  nurses  who  should  be  employed  to  act  jointly  as 
health  visitors  and  school  nurses.  Ihe  total  nursing  staff  would 
then  consist  of  three  nurses  doing  combined  work  and  two  nurses 
solely  engaged  in  the  school  medical  service.  (Since  writing  the 
above  one  additional  nurse  has  been  appointed  for  combined  duties, 
and  it  is  expected  that  another  will  be  appointed.) 

OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  children  notified  in  the 
years  1926-30  as  suffering  from  this  disease  : — 


Year. 

No.  of 
cases. 

Rate  per 
1000 
Births. 

No.  of 
Deaths. 

1926 

2 

2.5 

’ 

1927 

2 

2.9 

— 

1928 

2 

3.0 

— 

1929 

4 

6.6 

— 

1930 

7 

11.6 

— 

The  following  table  relates  to  the  notifications  received  during 
the  year  1930  : — 


Oph- 

thalmia 

Neona- 

torum 

Cases 

Vision 

Un- 

impaired 

Vision 

Impaired 

Total 

Blind- 

ness 

Deaths 

Notified 

At 

Home 

In 

Hospital 

7 

7 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Infectious  disease  has  not  been  very  prevalent  in  the  Borough 
for  some  years.  Ihe  type  of  scarlet  fever  has  generally  been  very 
mild,  and  some  cases  on  this  account  may  have  been  wrongly 
diagnosed.  This  disease  has  occasionally  been  confused  with 
measles  and  diphtheria.  Because  of  the  mild  type  which  has 
prevailed  there  has  been  little  opportunity  for  treatment  with 
scarlet  fever  antitoxin. 

Diphtheria  has  also  been  of  a mild  type  except  in  the  beginning 
of  the  year.  For  some  years  past  diphtheria  has  been  most  prevalent 
in  the  winter  months. 

In  comparison  with  the  districts  surrounding  Llanelly,  diphtheria 
has  been  relatively  infrequent  in  the  Borough.  The  cases  of 
diphtheria  admitted  from  the  Llanelly  Rural  District  into  the 
Isolation  Hospital  were  usually  characterised  by  severe  symptoms 
necessitating  a prolonged  stay  in  hospital  chiefly  on  account  of  the 
sequelae  (heart  weakness  and  various  degrees  of  partial  paralysis). 

Ample  supplies  of  diphtheria  antitoxin  are  available  at  the  Health 
Department  for  doctors  requiring  this  so  that  there  need  be  no 
delay  in  its  administration. 

A small  outbreak  of  enteric  fever,  involving  one  family,  occurred 
about  the  end  of  the  year.  This  is  described  on  page  32. 

As  soon  as  possible  after  a notification  of  infectious  disease  is 
received,  one  of  the  sanitary  inspectors  visits  the  house  and  makes 
full  enquiries  and  ascertains  whether  the  patient  can  be  properly 
isolated  at  home.  If  this  is  not  practicable  arrangements  are  made 
for  the  patient’s  admission  into  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  prompt 
removal  of  the  first  notified  case  in  a family  has,  no  doubt,  had  an 
influence  in  checking  the  spread  of  the  disease  in  the  homes  affected. 
The  inspectors  have  seldom  any  difficulty  in  persuading  parents  to 
allow  their  children  to  go  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  and  it  has  not 
been  at  any  time  necessary  to  obtain  an  order  for  removal. 

Neither  the  Schick  or  Dick  test  for  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever 
respectively  has  been  employed. 
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Analysis  of  the  Total  Notifications  of  Infectious  Diseases  under  the 

following  Age-Groups. 


1 

'[Under 

1-1 

2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

10- 

20- 

35- 

45- 

oo- 

Total 

Disease. 

1 year 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

i 

“i 

5 

2 

8 

14 

G5) 

10 

(12) 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

35  (36) 

Diphtheria 

— 

1 

1 

(2) 

3 

1 

9 

GO) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

27  (31) 

Pneumonia 

7 

2 

3 

3 

2 

4 

12 

3 

8 

11 

4 

59 

Enteric  Fever  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Chicken  Pox 

3 

8 

2 

12 

15 

48 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

94 

Erysipelas 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— ; 

5 

— 

8 

Puerperal  : 
Fever 
Pyrexia 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

(4) 

— 

— 

— 

3(4) 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

7 

’ 

‘ 

' 

7 

Encephalitis 

1 

i 

Lethargica  .... 

1 

The  numbers  in  brackets  are  those  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General  for  52 
weeks.  The  other  numbers  are  those  for  the  calendar  year. 


Notifiable  Diseases  during  the  year  1930  in  the  various  Wards. 


Disease 

Cases  notified 

Total 

cases 

noti- 

fied 

Cases 
ad- 
mit- 
ted to 
Hos- 
pital 

Cases 

dis- 

char- 

ged 

from 

Hos- 

pital 

Total 

Deaths- 

Ward 

1 

Ward 

2 

Ward 

3 

Scarlet  Fever  ....  * 

23  (24) 

9 

3 

35  (38) 

22 

22 

— 

Diphtheria 

12  (15) 

12  (13) 

3 

27  (31) 

15 

17 

3 

Pneumonia 

21 

25 

13 

59 

— 

— 

28 

Enteric  Fever  .... 

*4 

— 

— 

4 

4 

— 

— 

Chicken  Pox 

27 

38 

29 

94 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

2 

5 

1 

8 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

2 (3) 

1 

3(4) 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

3 

1 

7 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  .... 

1 

1 

2 

* One  case  double  infection — enteric  fever  and  scarlet  fever  (included  under 
both  diseases). 


Scarlet  Fever. — 35  cases  were  notified  during  the  year — 0.92  per 
1,000  of  the  population.  Of  these,  22  were  admitted  into  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  No  deaths  resulted.  Four  of  the  cases 
admitted  were  re-diagnosed  as  measles,  but  the  notifications  were 
not  withdrawn  by  the  doctor. 

Diphtheria. — 27  cases  were  notified  in  1930 — 0.71  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  Three  deaths  occurred,  two  of  them  after  admission 
into  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  case  mortality  was  9.7  per  cent. 
One  patient  died  subsequently  to  the  operation  of  tracheotomy  ; 
the  other  case  died  from  acute  toxaemia.  The  death  rate  from 
diphtheria  was  0.07  per  1,000. 

Enteric  Fever. — Four  cases  of  enteric  fever  were  notified  towards 
the  end  of  the  year,  all  from  the  same  family.  Careful  enquiries 
were  instituted  with  the  object  of  discovering  the  source  of  infection. 
No  history  could  be  obtained  that  the  infection  had  been  carried  by 
food.  The  conclusion  was  arrived  at  that  the  source  of  infection 
was  another  member  of  the  family  who  proved  to  be  a carrier,  but 


who  did  not  manifest  any  symptoms  of  the  disease.  An  indefinite 
history  of  illness  of  this  person  some  years  before  was  obtained 
and  in  the  absence  of  any  other  source  of  infection  he  was  presumed 
to  have  been  the  cause  of  the  small  outbreak.  Three  of  the  patients 
were  children  (aged  5,  6 and  9 years).  The  fourth  case  was  the 
grandmother  of  the  children.  With  the  exception  of  the  youngest 
child  all  the  cases  were  mild  in  character.  The  child  mentioned 
had  a severe  attack  of  typical  enteric  fever,  which  was  complicated 
with  scarlet  fever,  symptoms  of  which  appeared  two  days  after 
admission.  (There  had  been  no  cases  of  scarlet  fever  m the  hospital 
for  some  time  before  his  admission.)  Anti-scarlet  serum  was 
administered  which  probably  affected  the  course  of  this  infection. 

No  further  cases  of  enteric  fever  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Health 
Department. 

Erysipelas. — Eight  cases  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Puerperal  Fever. — One  case  was  notified  ; recovery  took  place. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. — Three  cases  were  notified  ; all  recovered. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. — One  case  was  notified  during  the  year  J 
this  case  proved  fatal. 

Influenza. — This  disease  was  not  prevalent  in  Llanelly  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year  1930.  This  freedom  from  influenza  was,  no  doubt, 
the  reason  for  the  low  death  rate  in  the  Borough  for  the  first  quarter 
of  last  year  when  compared  with  that  for  England  and  Wales. 
In  the  beginning  of  1931  influenza  and  pneumonia  were  very 
prevalent. 

Measles. — This  disease  was  very  common  in  Llanelly  during  the 
year  and  resulted  in  a very  low  attendance  in  a number  of  the 
schools.  The  type  appeared  to  be  mild  and  recovery  usually  followed. 
The  number  of  deaths  from  measles  during  the  year  was  two. 

Chickenpox  was  less  common  in  1930  than  in  the  previous  year, 
but  in  view  of  the  continued  prevalence  of  smallpox  in  Glamorgan- 
shire and  Monmouthshire  its  notification  was  continued  for  another 
twelve  months.  A visit  of  inspection  is  paid  to  every  house  from 
which  a case  of  chickenpox  is  notified.  Cases  coming  to  notice 
otherwise  than  through  notification  by  a doctor  are  also  investi- 
gated. 

Venereal  Diseases. — For  some  years  past  I have  advanced,  on 
behalf  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  the  railway  fares  of 
persons  requiring  treatment  at  the  Venereal  Disease  Clinic  in 
Swansea.  Before  any  such  advance  was  made  the  financial  circum- 
stances were  enquired  into  and  all  information  entered  upon  a form 
supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  forwarded  to 
him  for  his  sanction  to  this  expenditure.  This  arrangement 
continued  till  the  end  of  1930,  when  I was  instructed  to  make  no 
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further  advances  of  the  kind.  Any  future  applications  were  to  be 
dealt  with  after  personal  investigation  by  the  County  Medical 
Officei  of  Health.  In  1930  the  total  amount  advanced  to  applicants 
was  £18  17s.  Od. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  patients  (Borough  and 
County)  treated  in  the  hospital  in  1930  : — 


Disease. 

In  Flospital 
1st 

January. 

Admitted. 

Dis- 

I charged. 

Died. 

iln  Hospital 
31st 

| December. 

Borough . 

County. 

Borough. 

County. 

Borough. 

County. 

Borough. 

County. 

Borough. 

County. 

Scarlet  Fever 

2 

1 

22 

1 

3 

22 

4 

. — 

— 

2 

— 

Diphtheria 

6 

— 

15 

16  ! 

17 

11 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

“ j 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Total 

8 

1 

41 

19 

39 

) 

15  1 

3 

2 

7 

3 

Table  showing  the  Admissions  into  Hospital  per  cent,  of  the 
Cases  Notified.  (Borough.) 


Disease. 

No.  of  cases 
notified. 

No.  of  cases 
admitted. 

Cases  admitted  per 
cent,  of  notifications. 

Scarlet  Fever 

35 

22 

62.8 

Diphtheria 

27 

15 

55.5 

Enteric  Fever 

4 

4 

100.0 

Total 

66 

41 

62.1 
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As  one  of  the  ward  blocks  is  constructed  on  the  cubicle  principle, 
it  is  possible  to  use  it  for  more  than  one  disease.  During  one  period 
four  different  diseases  were  isolated  at  the  same  time  in  this  block 
without  any  difficulty.  The  cubicle  system  enables  septic  cases  to 
be  isolated  from  others,  and  also  provides  means  for  the  effective 
isolation  of  patients  suffering  from  a double  infection. 

A few  patients  were  given  Anti-scarlet  serum,  but  general  use 
was  not  made  of  this  serum  as  the  type  of  scarlet  fever  was  generally 
very  mild. 

Two  patients — one  from  outside  the  Borough,  were  admitted  with 
a diagnosis  of  diphtheria,  but  shortly  after  admission  they  were 
found  not  to  have  this  disease,  the  illness  being  scarlet  fever.  Prompt 
removal  to  other  cubicles  prevented  the  disease  from  spreading  to 
other  patients.  One  patient  admitted  on  account  of  enteric  fever 
developed  symptoms  of  scarlet  fever  two  days  after  admission.  The 
second  infection  must  have  been  contracted  before  admission  as  no 
cases  of  scarlet  fever  had  been  in  hospital  for  a considerable  time. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  carry  out 
some  minor  repairs  to  the  ward  block  which  was  erected  in  1902. 
It  was  then  discovered  that  a considerable  amount  of  decay  existed, 
chieflvin  the  floor  joists.  As  the  building,  a “temporary  structure,’’ 
had  been  in  use  since  1902  it  was  decided,  after  a survey  by  the 
Borough  Surveyor,  that  only  such  repairs  as  were  absolutely 
necessary  should  be  carried  out  so  that  the  life  of  the  building  might 
be  prolonged  for  some  years.  At  the  same  time,  new  heating 
apparatus— slow  combustion  stoves— was  substituted  for  the 
existing  stoves,  which  were  inadequate  for  the  purpose. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

A record  has  been  prepared  to  show  the  total  death  rates  (from 
pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  together)  since  the 
year  1873.  In  that  year  the  death  rate  was  3.0  per  1,000  of  the 
population.  The  highest  death  rates  recorded  were  in  1877,  1879, 
and  1882,  since  when  the  rates  have  gradually  fallen,  with  slight 
remissions,  until  the  present  time. 

For  the  periods  1921-25  and  1926-30  the  following  table  shows 
tie  number  of  notifications  of  pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis,  separately,  together  with  the  corresponding  death 
rates  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

It  should  be  said  that  no  direct  relation  exists  between  the  number 
of  cases  notified  and  the  number  of  deaths  that  occurred  in  the  same 
year. 
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34  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified  in  1930 — 19  males 
and  15  females  (0.89  per  1,000),  and  27  deaths — 12  males  and 
15  females  (0.71  per  1,000)  were  recorded. 

16  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  were  notified — 8 males 
and  8 females  (0.42  per  1,000),  and  8 deaths  were  caused — -3  males 
and  5 females  (0.21  per  1,000). 

Number  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis,  Pulmonary  and  Non-Pulmonary, 
Notified  during  1930,  and  the  Number  of  Deaths. 

(Local  Statistics.) 


New  Cases 

Deat 

lis 

Age- 

Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non- Pi 

ilmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

Males 

Females 

0-  .... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 



1 



1- 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5— 

10-  .... 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

15-  .... 

4 

3 

2 

2 

4 

6 

— 

1 

25-  .... 

7 

3 

— 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

35-  .... 

4 

5 

— 

2 

— 

5 

— 

— 

45-  .... 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

55- 

1 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

— 



65-  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  .... 

19 

15 

8 

8 

11 

15 

3 

5 

Of  the  35  deaths  (Registrar-General)  from  tuberculosis,  6 deaths 
P ace  °f  persons  who  had  not  been  previously  notified  as 
suffering  from  tuberculosis.  Two  were  caused  by  pulmonary  and 
our  by  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis.  There  is  no  reason  to  believe 
that  there  is  any  wilful  neglect  to  notify.  The  omission  to  do  so  is 
generally  due  to  an  oversight. 

lhe  ratio  of  non-notified  tubercular  deaths  to  the  total  tuber- 
cular deaths  was  1 : 5.8. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Health 
quarterly  statements  are  sent  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health. 
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I he  following  is  a statement  showing  the  same  particulars  for  the 
year  1930  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Year  ending  31st  December,  1930. 

Pulmon- 

ary. 

Non- 

Pulmon- 

ary. 

Pulmon- 

ary. 

Non- 

Pulmon- 

ary. 

(a)  Number  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  on 
Register  at  commencement  of  year 

83 

29 

72 

26 

(b)  Number  of  cases  notified  under 
Regulations  of  1912  for  first  time 
during  the  year 

19 

8 

15 

8 

(c)  Number  of  cases  removed  from 
Register  during  the  year 

30 

11 

23 

7 

( d ) Number  of  cases  remaining  on 
Register  at  end  of  year  .... 

72 

26 

64 

27 

Sack  Disinfector. — The  " Sack  ” disinfector  used  in  the  town 
disinfecting  station  continues  to  give  satisfaction.  The  number  of 
articles  disinfected  during  the  year  was  10,643,  including  blankets' 
and  palliasses  from  the  School  Camp,  Pendine.  The  total  amount 
of  gas  used  during  the  year  for  the  generation  of  steam  was  57,900 
cubic  feet,  costing  £14  9s.  7d. 

The  “ Sack  ” disinfector  at  the  Isolation  Hospital  is  also  giving 
satisfaction.  The  apparatus  is  smaller  than  that  in  the  town 
disinfecting  station. 


HEART  DISEASE. 

This  continues  to  be  the  principal  cause  of  death.  The  total 
number  of  deaths  from  all  forms  of  heart  disease  was  82 — 48  males 
and  34  females — 2.16  per  1,000.  or  18.63  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 
The  Table  (local  statistics)  on  page  66  shows  that  the  majority  (52) 
occurred  after  the  age  of  55. 


CANCER. 

44  deaths  were  ascribed  to  this  disease — 23  males  and  21  females — 
1.16  per  1,000,  or  10.00  per  cent,  of  all  deaths. 


PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATHS. 


Heart  disease 

82  deaths  ; 2.16  per  1,000 

Cancer 

Respiratory  diseases  other  than 

44  „ 

1.16  i,  ii 

1.21  n 

Tuberculosis 

46  „ 

Tuberculosis  : — 

Pulmonary  : 27  deaths 
Non-pulmonary  : 8 deaths 

35  n 

0.92  ii  n 
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MILK  SUPPLY.— BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  results  of  the  bacteriological 
examinations  of  milk  samples  carried  out  at  the  Beck  Laboratory, 
Swansea,  by  Dr.  A.  F.  Sladden. 

One  milk  producer  is  licensed  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the 
production  of  Grade  A,  tuberculin  tested,  milk.  By  the  instruction5 
of  the  Ministry  a sample  of  milk  is  taken  from  this  producer  every 
month  and  sent  to  the  bacteriologist  for  examination. 


Bacteria  Number 

per  of 

1 c.c.m.  Samples. 


Not  exceeding  200  1 

ii  ii  500  1 

ii  ii  1,000  3 


tl 

II 

2,000 

2 

,40.0  per  cent. 

II 

II 

3,000 

l 

r 

76.25  per 

II 

If 

10,000 

16 

cent. 

II 

II 

20,000 

....  6 

1 “ Grade  A 

If 

II 

30,000 

2 

f Standard 

bacterial 

II 

II 

100,000 

....  21  ) 

count. 

II 

II 

200,000 

....  8 

36.26  per  cent.  / 

II 

II 

500,000 

....  4 

II 

II 

1,000,000 

2 

II 

II 

2,000,000 

....  7 

23.75  per  cent. 

II 

II 

3,000,000 

....  4 

Exceeding 

3,000,000  . 

2 

PRESENCE 

OF 

BACILLUS  COLI. 

Number  of  samples 
examined 

Number  of  samples  free 

80 

from  bacillus  cob 

12 

15  per  cent. 

53.75  per 

Number  of  samples  with  B. 

cent. 

coli  in  1 c.c.  only 

19 

23.75  per  cent. 

, within 

Number  of  samples  with  B. 

Grade  A 

coli  in  1 c.c.  and  1 /10th 

Number  of  samples  with  B. 

12 

15  per  cent. 

standard. 

coli  present  in  1,  1 /10th 
1/lCOth  c.c. 

37 

46.25  per  cent. 
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Chemical  Examination  of  Milk. — Gerber’s  apparatus  for  the  deter 
mutation  of  the  fat  content  of  milk  samples,  and  the  amount  of 

results1*  S°  ldS  haS  beCn  USed  during  the  year  with  the  following 


Number  of  samples  tested,  68. 

Milk  fat  content  satisfactory (54 

»>  ,,  ,,  not  satisfactory  4 

Milk  solids,  other  than  fat,  satisfactory  58 

>>  >>  >>  ,,  ,,  not  satisfactory  10 


The  information  which  is  obtained  as  the  result  of  bacteriological 
analysis  is  of  the  highest  importance  in  judging  whether  the  methods 
employed  m the  production  and  handling  of  the  milk  at  the  farm 
are  adequate  and  satisfactory.  The  bacillus  coli  is  an  organism 
which  is  constantly  found  in  the  excreta  of  cows- — but  is  not  secreted 
in  the  milk.  It  can  be  kept  out  of  the  milk  if  sufficient  care  is  taken 
to  see  that  the  cows  are  cleaned  before  milking  is  begun,  and  that 
the  hands  of  the  milkers  are  carefully  washed  before  they  begin  to 
milk  the  cows.  In  addition,  the  floors  of  the  cowsheds  should  be 
kept  clean  and  free  from  dried  manure.  This  is  not  a counsel  of 
perfection  as  a number  of  samples  after  analysis  show  that  the 
bacillus  coli  is  absent,  and  in  these  cases  it  is  found  that  the  necessary 
care  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  cleanliness. 

In  May,  1930,  I issued  a Circular  to  all  persons  engaged  in  the 
supply  of  milk  to  Llanelly  pointing  out  the  importance  of  cleanliness 
in  all  the  stages  of  production  and  handling  of  milk.  If  the  simple 
suggestions  therein  contained  were  carried  out  as  a routine  procedure, 
the  necessity  for  pasteurisation  of  milk  in  order  to  render  it  safe  for 
consumption  would  disappear.  The  fact  that  milk  requires  to  be 
pasteurised  before  sale  to  the  householder  is  clear  evidence  that  the 
producer  has  failed  to  realize  that  he  is  dealing  with  an  important 
food  substance  and  not  with  such  a liquid  as  paraffin  oil.  Old,  time- 
honoured  customs  must  give  way  to  an  enlightened  knowledge  of 
the  necessity  for  keeping  milk  free  from  injurious  bacteria. 

Following  the  taking  of  samples,  both  the  producer  and  the  retailer 
are  given  the  results  of  the  analyses,  together  with  a few  words  of 
advice  in  cases  where  the  bacteriological  findings  are  not  satis- 
factory. 

The  Gerber’s  process  (employed  in  the  laboratory  of  the  Health 
Department)  is  of  great  value  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether 
the  amounts  of  fat  and  other  solids  are  up  to  the  standards.  When 
this  method  is  carefully  carried  out  the  results  approximate  very 
closely  to  those  found  after  chemical  analysis,  but  the  latter  is 
necessary  before  any  legal  proceedings  can  be  taken  under  the  Food 
and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1928. 
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When  milk  is  retailed  directly  or  indirectly  from  any  farm  newly 
registered  by  the  Town  Council  a sample  is  taken  which,  besides 
being  submitted  to  the  ordinary  bacteriological  examination,  is 
examined  for  the  presence  of  the  tubercle  bacillus.  All  the  samples 
so  tested  were  found  to  be  free  from  infection. 


The  cost  during  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1931,  for  bacterio- 
logical examinations  was  £41.  The  number  of  milk  samples  analysed 
for  the  presence  of  bacteria  and  the  bacillus  coli  was  80.  Of  these, 
14  samples  were  subjected  to  the  test  for  tuberculosis. 

The  result  of  the  bacteriological  examinations  of  milk  demonstrate 
quite  clearly  that  milk  of  a high  standard  can  be  produced  if  sufficient 
care  is  exercised  to  keep  the  milk  free  from  any  kind  of  contamina- 
tion. In  the  case  of  the  large  majority  of  samples  taken  “ in  the 
street,”  and  without  previous  warning  to  milk  purveyors,  the 
number  of  germs  found  to  be  present  in  the  milk  is  generally  low 
and  well  inside  the  standard  for  Grade  A milk,  i.e.,  2C0,CC0  bacteria 
per  1 c.c.  Ordinary  milk  is  frequently  found  to  have  a bacterial 
count  less  than  the  standard  prescribed  for  Certified  Milk,  i.e.,  30,000 
per  1 c.c.  Although  most  milks  are  found  to  be  satisfactory  in 
regard  to  the  total  bacterial  count,  it  is  disappointing  to  find  that 
the  bacillus  coli  is  too  often  present.  This  bacillus,  as  already 
pointed  out,  has  its  origin  in  the  intestinal  tract  of  the  cow  and  can 
only  gain  entrance  to  the  milk  by  want  of  care  to  see  (1)  that  the 
cowsheds  are  free  from  manure  ; (2)  that  the  udder  and  flanks  of 
the  cow  are  not  soiled  with  manure  ; (3)  that  the  hands  and  clothing 
of  the  milkers  are  clean,  and  that  subsequent  to  washing  they  do 
not  come  into  contact  with  anything  but  the  teats  of  the  cow  during 
the  milking  process  ; and  (4)  that  all  utensils  are  thoroughly  clean 
and  not  exposed  to  any  contamination.  These  conditions  can  be 
ensured  (a)  by  washing  the  floors  of  the  cowshed  some  time  before 
mi  ung  begins  ; (b)  by  washing  the  flanks  and  udders  of  the  cow 
before  beginning  milking  ; (c)  by  thorough  scrubbing  of  the  hands 
with  soap  and  water  before  beginning  to  milk,  and  the  wearing  of 
clean  overalls  to  prevent  dust  entering  the  milk  from  clothes  ; and 
y ) y thoroughly  cleansing  all  utensils  and  apparatus  and  their 
care  u storage  and  protection  until  required.  Common-sense, 
a ention  to  the  interests  of  the  consumer,  and  cleanliness,  will 
ensure  a clean  milk  quite  irrespective  of  the  structural  condition 
o he  cowshed.  If  these  elementary  considerations  were  always 
•ept  in  mind  there  would  be  no  need  for  the  pasteurisation  of 


As^  already  stated,  14  samples  were  examined  for  the  detection  of 
ie  tubercle  bacillus,  but  in  no  case  was  this  found.  In  order  to 
• etc™ine  whether  the  milk  is  so  infected  a small  quantity  of  milk  is 

^rted,lnt°  a£lVnea  Pig’  an  animal  which  is  highly  susceptible 
uberculosis.  If  bacilli  of  this  disease  are  present  in  the  milk  the 
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characteristic  signs  of  tuberculosis  are  produced.  The  time  required 
for  a definite  diagnosis  (post-mortem)  is  from  three  to  six  weeks. 

While  the  producer  and  the  purveyor  have  duties  placed  upon  them 
to  supply  a pure  clean  milk,  it  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the  duty 
of  the  householder  is  to  take  measures  for  its  proper  storage  so  that 
it  may  be  kept  clean  and  cool.  With  adequate  care  from  the  time 
of  milking  ordinary  milk  should  keep  for  three  to  four  days. 

In  warm  weather  germs  grow  more  quickly  in  milk,  so  that  in 
addition  to  the  ordinary  considerations  of  cleanliness  it  is  necessary 
to  keep  milk  as  cool  as  possible. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  veterinary  inspector  attends  the  slaughterhouse  every  day 
on  which  killing  takes  place  and  inspection  is  made  of  all  carcases 
and  offals.  Any  carcases  or  parts  of  carcases,  which,  in  his  opinion,, 
are  unfit  for  food,  are  generally  surrendered  by  the  owners  so  that 
they  may  be  destroyed. 

The  inspection  of  meat  elsewhere  than  in  the  slaughterhouse — 
in  the  shops  and  butchers’  stalls  in  the  market- — is  carried  out  by 
the  sanitary  inspectors.  These  places  are  visited  twice  weekly — 
on  Thursday  (market  day)  and  Saturday.  All  meat  unfit  for 
consumption  is  surrendered  and  disposed  of  at  the  town  tip  under 
the  supervision  of  a sanitary  inspector. 

All  vehicles  used  for  the  transport  of  foodstuffs  are  inspected  in 
regard  to  their  suitability  and  cleanliness  and  the  measures  adopted 
for  the  protection  of  meat,  etc. 

Byelaws  are  in  force  to  govern  the  trade  of  fish-frier.  No  premises- 
proposed  to  be  used  for  the  first  time,  or  after  having  been  discon- 
continued,  are  registered  unless  they  comply  with  the  requirements 
of  the  byelaws. 

Under  the  Llanelly  Corporation  Act,  1929,  Section  60  (B), 

“ premises  used  or  proposed  to  be  used  for the  manufacture 

or  sale  of  ice  cream  ” are  required  to  be  registered  by  the  owner  or 
occupier  with  the  Corporation  from  time  to  time.  Steps  are  now 
being  taken  to  enforce  the  requirements  of  this  section. 

A record  of  the  work  done  during  the  year  in  connection  with 
meat  and  other  foods  will  be  found  in  the  Report  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 
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HOUSING. 

The  following  is  the  statement  furnished  by  the  Borough 
Surveyor  in  regard  to  the  construction  of  new  houses  during  1930  : — 


Houses  erected 
by  Private 

Houses 

Houses 

Houses 

Enterprise 

erected  by 

erected  bv 

Total 

Y ear 

erected  by 

with  State 

Private 

Private 

Houses 

Corporation. 

Subsidy  under 
Housing 
(Additional 
Powers) 
Act,  1919. 

Enterprise 
under 
Housing, 
etc.,  Act, 
1923. 

Enterprise 

without 

assistance. 

Erected. 

1930 

50 

— 

— 

27 

77 

Houses-Let-in-Lodgings. — Byelaws  are  in  force  for  controlling 
premises  of  this  nature. 

SCAVENGING. 

House  and  trade  refuse  are  collected  by  means  of  horse-drawn 
vehicles.  The  vehicles  are  brought  to  a number  of  centres  in  the 
town  and  are  taken  by  means  of  a tractor  to  the  tipping  ground. 
The  refuse  is  now  disposed  of  on  the  low-lying  lands  of  Trostre 
Fach  Farm.  This  site  provides  suitable  facilities  for  this  work 
and  has  accommodation  for  tipping  for  a number  of  years. 

The  following  table  supplied  by  the  Borough  Surveyor  shows 
the  amount  of  refuse  collected  for  each  of  the  years  1926-30  : — 


1926 

1927 

1928 

1929 

1930 

Highway  Refuse  (including 
that  from  street  gullies)  .... 

1095 

936 

1248 

1612 

1040 

Market  Refuse 

350 

280 

280 

280 

280 

House  and  Trade  Refuse 

16825 

16174 

15224 

15588 

15588 

18270 

17390 

16752 

17480 

16908 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

! he  River  Lliedi  passes  through  the  town,  but  there  is  no  pollution 
within  the  borough  boundaries  apart  from  the  throwing  of  rubbish 
into  the  bed  of  the  river.  This  is  guarded  against  as  well  as  possible. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  whole  of  the  drainage  of  the  town  is  dischai'ged  into  the 
Loughor  Estuary  by  five  main  sewers.  These  are 

1.  Machynis,  18  in.  diameter  stoneware  pipes. 

2.  Morfa,  18  in.  pipe  leading  to  culvert,  4 ft.  6 in.  by  3 ft. 

3.  Main  outfall  brick  sewer,  4 ft.  9 in.  by  3 ft.  6 in. 

4.  Leadworks  Dock,  24  in.  cast  iron  pipes  leading  to  brick 

sewer,  3 ft.  9 in.  by  2 ft.  6 in. 

5.  Forge,  24  in.  cast  iron  pipes. 

At  the  times  of  very  high  tides,  accompanied  by  heavy  rain  and 
strong  south-westerly  winds,  flooding  of  some  of  the  cellars  and  low- 
lying  parts  of  the  town  occurs. 

Operations  were  commenced  at  the  latter  end  of  November  for 
constructing  a storm  water  overflow  from  the  main  sewer  in  the 
Town  Hall  Square  to  the  Lliedi  River  in  Old  Castle  Road.  Its 
purpose  is  to  relieve  the  main  sewer  during  times  of  heavy  rainfall. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  which  are  not  connected  to 
the  sewers  is  225.  Of  this  number,  175  houses  are  provided  with 
pails,  which  are  collected  by  the  scavenging  staff  of  the  Corporation. 
50  houses  have  pails,  the  contents  of  which  the  occupiers  dispose  of 
themselves.  42  houses  have  private  cesspools. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

In  1930  the  daily  average  quantity  consumed  per  head  of  the 
population  for  domestic  purposes  was  30.40  gallons.  For  trade 
purposes  the  daily  average  consumption  of  water  for  the  year  was 
46.24  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

The  principal  source  of  the  water  supply  of  the  Borough  is  from 
the  Cwm  Lliedi  and  the  Upper  Lliedi  Reservoirs.  These  reservoirs 
were  constructed  in  1878  and  1901.  They  have  a capacity  of  230 
million  gallons  and  2C0  million  gallons  respectively.  The  former  is 
218  feet,  and  the  latter  275.5  feet,  above  Ordnance  Datum.  The 
upper  reservoir  is  the  source  of  the  drinking  water  supply,  while  the 
lower  one  is  used  for  trade  purposes.  The  water  from  the  former 
is  treated  by  slow  sand  filtration. 

J These  reservoirs  are  situated  2f  miles  and  2J  miles  respectively 
rom  the  centre  of  the  Borough.  They  are  fed  from  upland  river 
t reams  with  a gathering  ground  of  2,025  acres. 

An  additional  source  of  supply  is  from  the  Trebeddod  Reservoir, 
constructed  in  1853,  with  a capacity  of  8,000,000  gallons,  now  only 
used  for  trade  purposes. 
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Special  powers  were  obtained  in  1909  to  deal  with  any  contamina- 
tion from  farm  premises  on  the  watershed.  A special  examination 
was  made  into  the  possibility  of  contamination  from  coal  workings, 
as  it  was  considered  that  this  might  occur,  and  works  have  been 
carried  out  by  the  Borough  Surveyor  to  meet  this  difficulty. 

As  the  Town  Council  were  of  opinion,  after  preliminary  enquiry 
by  the  Waterworks  Committee,  that  contamination  of  the  water  of 
the  upper  reservoir  might  be  caused  by  the  public,  it  was  decided 
in  1924  that  the  grounds  surrounding  this  reservoir  should  be  closed 
to  the  public. 

The  water  supply  to  the  town  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action. 

In  1919  a drought  caused  a shortage  of  the  supply  of  water  for 
both  domestic  and  trade  purposes.  In  order  to  avoid  a recurrence 
of  this,  the  Corporation  in  that  year  purchased  from  the  Disposal 
Board  the  Gwendraeth  Fach  Water  Supply. 

The  works  necessary  for  conveying  water  from  the  Gwendraeth 
Fach  to  the  Lliedi  storage  reservoirs  are  well  advanced,  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  the  scheme  will  be  completed  by  the  middle  of  1931. 
When  these  works  are  completed  the  town  will  have  an  ample  supply" 
of  good  water  both  for  domestic  and  trade  purposes. 


WATER  ANALYSIS. 

24th  December,  1930. 
CORPORATION  SUPPLY. 

1.— CHEMICAL. 


Solids  in  Solution 
Chlorine  as  Chlorides 
Equivalent  to  Sodium  Chloride 
Nitrogen  as  Nitrates  * 

Oxygen  in  solution  .... 

Free  Carbonic  Acid  .... 

Combined  Carbonic  Acid 
Equivalent  to  temporary  hardness 
Saline  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Oxygen  required  (moist  combustion)  . 


Lower  Lliedi 
No.  1 

Unfiltered. 

Upper  Lliedi 
No.  2 
Filtered. 

10.00 

10.00 

1.50 

1.60 

2.47 

2.64 

1 0.032 

0.040 

1.40 

1.07 

0.22 

0.27 

0.77 

0.77 

1.75 

1.75 

0.002 

0.002 

o.oos 

0.077 

0.48 

0.40 

These  figures  are  expressed  in  parts  per  100,000. 

To  get  grains  per  gallon,  multiply  by  7/10. 

Waters  No.  1 and  2.— Sample  No.  I (unfiltered)  is  slightly  yellow 
in  colour  due  to  organic  matter  in  solution.  No.  2 (filtered)  is  rather 
better  in  this  respect.  The  waters  had  no  solvent  action  on  lead. 
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2.— BACTERIOLOGICAL. 

Samples  Nos.  1 and  2. 

Water  No.  1 (Unfiltered).— Organisms  of  the  Coli  group  were 
found  in  10,  but  not  in  5,  1,  or  1 /10th  cubic  centimetres. 

Water  No.  2 (Filtered). — Organisms  of  the  Coli  group  were  not 
found  in  10,  5,  1 or  1 /10th  cubic  centimetres. 

The  bacteriological  condition  is  satisfactory,  that  of  No.  2 being 
rather  better  than  No.  1. 

On  the  whole,  the  condition  of  the  water  is  satisfactory. 

For  purposes  of  reference  the  characters  of  the  organisms  of  the 
Coli  group  are  here  appended — motile,  non-liquefying,  fermenting 
glucose  and  lactose  with  production  of  acid  and  gas,  and  milk  with 
production  of  acid  and  clot,  and  producing  indol  in  peptone  solution. 


RAINFALL. 

The  monthly  rainfall,  as  compared  with  the  average  monthly 
rainfall  for  1929  was  as  follows  : — 


Month . 

Rainfall 

1930. 

1930. 

Days  rain  fell. 

Rainfall 

1929. 

1929. 

Days  rain  fell. 

January 

8.67 

27 

3.18 

9 

February 

1.55 

6 

2.74 

14 

March 

3.24 

17 

1.94 

5 

April 

3.69 

16 

1.44 

16 

May 

2.99 

21 

4.75 

16 

June 

2.25 

11 

2.33 

12 

July 

5.54 

19 

3.84 

15 

August 

7.37 

24 

4.52 

22 

September 

6.17 

22 

0.24 

5 

October 

8.10 

27 

8.13 

25 

November 

5.95 

19 

13.44 

24 

December 

8.18 

23 

11.04 

26 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  1930  was  63.70  inches,  as  compared  with 
57.59  inches  in  1929.  ” The  average  for  the  past  50  years  is  50.83 
inches. 
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The  following  are  the  extraordinary  features  of  the  distribution 
of  rainfall  for  1930 

The  total  rainfall  for  the  year  is  the  third  highest  on  record 
since  1881. 

2.35  inches  of  rain  fell  on  21st  August,  and  over  1 inch  of  rain 
fell  on  each  of  seven  days. 


PORT  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

I.— AMOUNT  OF  SHIPPING  ENTERING  THE  PORT 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1930. 

TABLE  A. 


No. 

Ton- 

nage 

Number  Inspected. 

No. 

reported 
to  be 
Defec- 
tive. 

No  of  vessels  on 
which  defects 
were  remedied. 

Number  of  Vessels 
reported  as  having,  or 
having  had,  during 
the  voyage  infectious 
disease  on  board. 

By  the 
Medical 
Officer 
of 

Health. 

By  the 
Sanitary 
Inspector. 

/Steamers 

236 

109508 

18 

2 

2 

Foreign  | *Motor 

4 

665 

1 

1 Sailing 

2 

176 

2 

v Fishing 

... 

Total  Foreign 

242 

110349 

21 

2 

2 

... 

/ Steamers 

344 

105021 

44 

1 

i 

Coast-  J *Motor ... 

3 

484 

... 

wise.  | Sailing 

1 

106 

1 

... 

( Fishing 

... 

Total  Coastwise 

348 

105611 

45 

1 

i 

... 

Total  Foreign  and 

Coastwise 

590 

215960 

66 

3 

3 

... 

* Includes  mechanically  propelled  vessels  other  than  steamers. 
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II.— CHARACTER  OF  TRADE  OF  PORT. 

TABLE  B. 

(a)  Passenger  Traffic  during  1930. 

None. 

(b)  Cargo  Traffic. 

Principal  Imports. — Pig  Iron,  Scrap  Iron,  Timber,  Iron  and  Steel 
Bars,  Stone,  Cattle  Feeding  Stuffs,  Patent  Manure. 

Principal  Exports.— Coal,  Tinplates. 

Countries  with  which  the  port  principally  trades — France, 
Belgium,  Irish  Free  State,  Spain,  Channel  Islands,  Portugal,  Canada 
Roumania,  Latvia,  Norway,  Sweden. 

III.— SOURCE  OF  WATER  SUPPLY. 

(a)  For  the  Port. — Town  Supply. 

(b)  For  Shipping. — Town  Supply. 

(c)  Number  of  Water  Boats  and  their  Sanitary  Condition. — None. 

IV.— INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

(1)  Arrangements  for  Detection  of  Infectious  Disease  on  Inward 

Vessels. 

Customs  Officers  report  to  Health  Department,  and  visits  to 
ships  in  docks  are  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

(2)  Arrangements  for  Notification  to  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  of 

the  Arrival  of  Inward  Vessels  requiring  special  attention. 
(Wireless  Messages,  Land  Signal  Stations,  Information 
from  Agents,  Pilots,  Customs,  etc.) 

Information  received  from  Customs  Officers. 

(3)  What  Vessels  are  Boarded  on  Arrival,  by  whom,  where,  and  how. 

The  time  at  the  disposal  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector  allows  of  the 
boarding  of  vessels  not  notified  under  heading  (1),  to  a limited 
extent,  as  shown  in  Table  A.  Inspections  are  made  by  Sanitary 
Inspector  in  dock. 

(4)  Arrangements  for  Disposal  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  and 

for  observation  or  surveillance  of  Contacts. 

Cases  Of  Infectious  Disease  removed  to  Borough  Isolation  Hospital. 

(5)  Arrangements  for  Disinfection  of  Infected  Quarters,  Bedding, 

Clothing,  etc. 

Quarters  fumigated,  bedding  and  clothing  steam  disinfected — 
Town  Plant. 

(6)  Arrangements  for  Cleansing  of  Persons. — Nil. 
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(7)  Arrangements  for  Ambulance  Transport. 

Cases  removed  by  St.  John’s  Ambulance. 

(8)  Arrangements  for  Detection  and  Treatment  of  Venereal  Disease 

amongst  Sailors. 

Information  circulated  by  means  of  leaflets.  Treatment  obtained 
at  Swansea  V.D.  Clinic. 

(9)  Arrangements  for  Bacteriological  Examinations  of  Rats. 

No  existing  arrangements.  Bacteriological  examinations,  if 
required,  would  be  carried  out  at  Beck  Laboratory,  Swansea. 

(10)  Arrangements  for  other  Bacteriological  Examinations. 

See  (9). 

TABLE  C. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  LANDED  FROM 
VESSELS.— None. 


TABLE  D. 

CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  OCCURRING  ON  VESSELS 
DURING  THE  VOYAGE,  BUT  DISPOSED  OF  PRIOR  TO 
ARRIVAL.— None. 


V.— MEASURES  AGAINST  RODENTS. 

(1)  Steps  taken  for  Detection  of  Rodent  Plague. 

(a)  In  ships  in  the  Port. 

When  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  board  vessels  arriving  in  dock, 
they  make  enquiry  as  to  rat  prevalence  and  mortality  amongst  rats. 
Any  dead  rats  discovered  would  be  sent  to  the  Beck  Labora- 
tory, Swansea,  for  bacteriological  examination,  if  there  was  any 
suspicion  that  they  might  be  plague  carriers. 

(b)  On  quays,  wharves,  warehouses,  etc.,  in  the  vicinity  of  the 

Port. 

If  dead  rats  discovered — same  procedure  as  above. 

(2)  Measures  taken  to  Prevent  the  Passage  of  Rats  between  Ships 

and  the  Shore. — None. 

(3)  Methods  of  Deratisation  of  (a)  Ships,  -(b)  Premises  in  the  vicinity 

of  docks  or  quays. 

Llanelly  not  an  “ approved  ” Port. 

(4)  Measures  taken  for  the  Detection  of  Rat  Prevalence  in  Ships 

and  on  Shore. 

Examinations  and  enquiries. 
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(5)  Rat-proofing. 

(a)  lo  what  extent  are  docks,  wharves,  warehouses,  etc.,  rat 

proof  ? — No  measures  taken. 

(b)  Action  taken  to  extend  rat-proofing 

(i.)  in  ships  ; (ii.)  on  shore.— Nil. 

RATS  DESTROYED  DURING  1930. 

TABLE  E. 

(1)  On  Vessels. — Nil. 

TABLE  F. 

(2)  In  Docks,  Quays,  Wharves  and  Warehouses. — Rat  poison 

supplied  at  request. 

TABLE  G. 

Particulars  relating  to  Plague  “ Infected  ” or  “ Suspected  ” Vessels 
arriving  in  the  Port  during  1930.— Nil. 

TABLE  H. 

Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  on  Vessels  from  Plague  infected  Ports 
(other  than  those  included  in  Table  G),  arriving  in  the  Port 
during  1930,  and  number  of  Certificates  issued  in  respect  of 
such  Vessels. — Nil.  Llanelly  not  an  “ approved  ” Port. 

TABLE  I. 

Measures  of  Rat  Destruction  (other  than  those  included  in  Tables 
G and  H)  and  number  of  Certificates  issued  in  respect  of  such 
Vessels  during  1930.— Nil.  Llanelly  not  an  “ approved  ” 
Port. 


VI.— HYGIENE  OF  CREWS’  SPACES. 

TABLE  J. 

CLASSIFICATION  OF  NUISANCES. 


Nationality 

of 

Vessel. 

Number 
Inspected 
during  1930. 

Defects  of 
original 
construction. 

Structural 
defects 
through  wear 
and  tear. 

Dirt,  vermin 
and  other 
conditions 
prejudicial 
to  health. 

British 

50 

1 

Other  Nations  

16 

2 

51 


VII.— FOOD  INSPECTION. 


(1)  Action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Food)  Regula- 

tions, 1925,  the  Public  Health  (Imported  Milk)  Regulations, 
1926,  and  the  Public  Health  (Preservatives,  etc.,  in  Food) 
Regulations,  1925  to  1927. — No  action  taken. 

(2)  Shell-fish.  Information  respecting  any  shell-fish  beds  or  layings 

within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Port  Sanitary  Authority  stating 
whether  they  are,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Medical  Officer,  liable 
to  pollution.  Report  of  any  action  taken  under  the  Public 
Health  (Shell-fish)  Regulations,  1915. — No  action  taken. 

(3)  Number  of  Samples  of  Food  examined  by: — 

(a)  Bacteriologist — 


Nature  of  Sample 
Result  of  Examination 


(b)  Analyst- 


Nature  of  Sample 
Result  of  Examination 


| Nil, 


Report  of  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
for  the  Year  1930. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 

Llanelly. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Report  on  the  work 
carried  out  during  the  year. 

Details  of  the  work  accomplished  are  appended  in  tabular  form, 
and  separate  records  are  submitted  showing  the  work  done  under 
the  Housing  Acts  and  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


Housing  Acts. 


NOTICES. 

Number  of  Section  3 preliminary  notices  served  36 

Number  of  Section  3 preliminary  notices  complied  with  29 

Number  of  Section  3 Statutory  notices  served  5 

Number  of  Section  3 Statutory  notices  complied  with  6 

INSPECTIONS. 

Initial  dwelling-house  inspections  301 

Subsequent  visits  to  dwelling-houses  130 


REPAIRS  EXECUTED. 


Total  Pre- 
liminary and 


Houses — 

Preliminary. 

Statutory. 

Statutory. 

Walls  repaired 

17  .... 

4 ... 

...  21 

Outside  walls  rendered 

IS  .... 

— 

IS 

Floors  repaired 

13  .... 

6 ... 

19 

Floors  renewed 

10  .... 

4 ... 

14 

Floors  ventilated 

2 

2 

4 

Roofs  repaired 

16  

4 ... 

...  20 

Roofs  renewed 

4 

— 

4 

Raintroughs  renewed  or  repaired 

14  .... 

4 ... 

....  IS 

Downpipes  renewed  or  repaired 

1 1 

4 ... 

15 

9 

Chimneys  repaired 

8 .... 

1 
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Ceilings  repaired 

Wall  plaster  repaired  

Doors  and  frames  repaired 
Lighting  and  Ventilation  of  rooms 
improved 

Window  sashes  or  frames  repaired 

Window  cords  renewed 
Windows  renewed 
Stairs  repaired 
Skirtings  repaired 
Cupboards  repaired 
Grates  or  ovens  repaired  or  renewed 
Walls  or  ceilings  cleansed,  papered 
or  limewashed 

Wash-house  provided 

Outbuildings  repaired 

Obstructive  outbuildings  demolished 
V ard  paving  relaid  or  repaired 

Overcrowding  abated  

Additional  water  taps  provided  2 

Water  taps  repaired  

Accumulations  removed 
Not  classified  repairs  or  nuisances 
abated 


Drainage — 

Drains  reconstructed 
Drains  repaired 
Drains  cleansed 
Inspection  Chambers 
repaired 


provided  or 


W.C.’s— 

Reconstructed 
Ventilation  improved 
Lighting  improved 
Additional  W.C.’s  provided 
New  pans  and  traps  fixed 
Cleansed  

Flushing  cisterns  and  pipes  repaired 
or  renewed 

Water  supply  provided  for  flushing 
Ither  repairs  executed  or  nuisances 
abated 


Total  Pre- 
liminary and 

liminary. 

Statutory, 

Statutory. 

11  

6 

17 

18  

22 

40 

16  

5 

21 

2 



2 

10  

2 

12 

19  

6 

25 

4 

— 

4 

7 

— 

7 

14  

— 

14 

6 

— 

6 

15  

8 

23 

15  



15 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

1 

* 

1 

8 

2 

10 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— - 

2 

19  

10 

29 

1 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

1 

1 

2 

5 

1 

6 

4 

— 

4 

8 

5 

13 

2 

— 

2 

10  

1 

11 
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Public  Health  Acts. 

NOTICES  SERVED,  Etc. 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  served  974 

Number  of  preliminary  notices  complied  with  862 

Number  of  Statutory  notices  served  69 

Number  of  Statutory  notices  complied  with  42 

Number  of  letters  sent  179 

Number  of  complaints  received  250 

Owners,  Agents  or  Contractors,  etc.,  interviewed  1,201 

Legal  action  taken  ’ 1 

DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Houses  inspected  for  Nuisances  1,006 

Houses  inspected  for  Infectious  Diseases  235 

Houses  inspected  for  Vermin  40 

Houses  re-inspected  2,090 

Factories  256 

Workshops  113 

Workplaces  35 

Laundries  50 

Outworkers  5 

Dairies  357 

Cowsheds  151 

Milkshops  15 

Milk  Purveyors  291 

Ice  Cream  premises  127 

Bakehouses  173 

Slaughterhouse  19 

Butchers’  Shops  4,586 

Meat  Stalls  1,236 

Provision  Stores  109 

Fishmongers 342 

Greengrocers’  Shops  ......  758 

Vehicles  110 

Restaurants  and  kitchens  57 

Fried  Fish  Shops  . 416 

Schools  28 

Inns  59 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  07 

Common  Lodging  Houses  S6 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings  48 

Amusement  Places  5 


Ships 

Offensive  Trades 

Marine  Store  Hawkers 

Rat  Infestation 

Drains 

Sewers 

Cesspools 

Urinals 

Back  Lanes  

Stables 

Swine  or  other  Animals 
Accumulations 
Water  Supply 

Refuse  Tips  

Watercourses 
Not  classified 


66 

123 

98 

14 

570 

112 

18 

1 

688 

66 

121 

220 

46 

176 

49 

829 


16,067 


NUISANCES  ABATED. 


Total  Pre- 
liminary and 
Preliminary.  Statutory.  Statutory. 

Houses — 


Walls  repaired 

54 

6 ... 

...  60 

Outside  walls  rendered 

151  

18  ... 

169 

Floors  renewed  or  repaired 

59  .... 

9 ... 

...  68 

Floors  ventilated 

10  .... 

4 ... 

...  14 

Roofs  renewed  or  repaired 
Raintroughs  and  Downpipes  renewed 

192  

,.  28  ... 

...  220 

or  repaired 

176  

33 

...  209 

Chimneys  repaired 

67  

7 ... 

...  74 

Ceilings  repaired 

55  

6 ... 

...  61 

Wall  plaster  repaired 

118  

..  20  ... 

138 

Doors  and  Frames  repaired 
Lighting  and  Ventilation  of  rooms 

71  .... 

3 

...  74 

improved 

8 

6 ... 

14 

\Vindow  Sashes  or  Frames  repaired 

64  

9 ... 

...  73 

Window  Cords  renewed 

149  

11 

160 

Windows  renewed 

20 

20 

Stairs  repaired 

27  

2 ... 

...  29 

Skirtings  repaired 

36  

1 

37 

Cupboards  repaired 

20  

20 

Orates  or  Ovens  repaired  or  renewed 

45 

3 

48 

Boilers  provided  or  repaired 

1 

1 

Food  stores  provided  . 

1 

— 

1 
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\\r  n ^ ...  , Preliminary. 

Walls  or  Ceilings  cleansed,  papered 

Statutory. 

Total  Pre- 
liminary and 
Statutory. 

or  limewashed 

70 

1 

71 

13 

Outbuildings  repaired 

13  .... 

Yard  paving  relaid  or  repaired 

69  .... 

7 

76 

Overcrowding  abated  . 

10 

10 

Additional  water  taps  provided 

3 

3 

Water  taps  repaired 

17 

17 

Nuisances  from  animals  abated 

29 

90 

Accumulations  removed 

109 

109 

Ashbins  or  other  receptacles  pro- 
vided 

3 

3 

Defective  water  supplv  remedied 

33  

4 

37 

Not  classified  repairs  or  nuisances 
abated 

190  

16 

2(6 

Drainage — 

Drains  tested 

122  

122 

New  drains  constructed 

9 

9 

Drains  reconstructed  

8 ... 

8 

Drains  repaired 

81  

5 

86 

Drains  cleansed 

147 

2 

149 

Disconnection  Chambers  provided 
or  repaired 

10  

10 

Disconnecting  traps  fixed 

2 

— 

9 

Inspection  Chambers  provided  or 
repaired 

24  

24 

Ventilating  shafts  fixed  or  repaiied 

11  

— 

11 

Fresh  air  inlet  fixed  or  repaired 

13  

— 

13 

Soil  pipes  fixed  or  repaired 

3 

— 

3 

Gullies  fixed 

7 

3 

10 

Sinks  provided 

4 

4 

Sinks  trapped,  or  Waste  Pipes 
repaiied 

27  

3 

30 

Bath  Waste  trapped  or  Waste  Pipes 
repaired 

9 

9 

Lavatory  Basins  trapped  or  Waste 
Pipes  repaired 

1 

1 

Drains  Inlet  inside  abolished 

— 

1 

1 

W.C.’s— 

Reconstructed 

7 

P7 

/ 

Ventilation  improved  

1 

— 

1 

Lighting  improved 
Additional  W.C.’s  provided 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

2 

New  Pans  and  Traps  fixed 

167  

7 .. 

....  114 

57 


Total  Pre- 
liminary and 
Preliminary.  Statutory.  Statutory. 

Cleansed  65  1 66 

Flushing  cisterns  and  pipes  repaired 

or  renewed  140  27  167 

Water  supply  provided  for  flushing  46  2 48 

Other  repairs  executed  or  nuisances 

abated  154  20  174 


Urinals — 

Flushing  Cisterns  or  Pipes  fixed  or 


repaired  4 

Walls  repaired  2 

Floors  repaired  2 

Cesspools — 

Abolished  2 

Constructed  1 

Made  watertight  1 

Other  repairs  or  nuisances  abated  4 

Pail  Closets — - 

New  Pails  provided  3 

Cleansed  14 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds — 

Other  nuisances  abated  or  improve- 
ment effected  30 

Amusement  Houses — 

Additional  W.C.  accommodation 

provided  2 

Other  nuisances  abated  or  repairs 

executed  1 

Schools — 

Improvement  effected  18 

Stables — 

Manure  receptacles  provided  1 

Accumulations  removed  32 

Rats — 

Baits  laid  20 

Baits  taken  20 

Miscellaneous — 

Repairs  or  nuisances  abated  18 


4 

2 

9 


2 

1 

1 

4 


3 

14 


30 


2 

1 

18 

1 

32 


20 

20 


18 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


Notices  served  for  Factories  9 

Notices  served  for  Workshops  5 

Notices  served  for  Workplaces 

Want  of  Cleanliness  5 

Want  of  Ventilation  3 

Other  nuisances  3 

Sanitary  accommodation  insufficient  1 

Sanitary  accommodation  unsuitable  or  defective  .......  » 

Bakehouses — 

Number  of  notices  served  6 

Want  of  Cleanliness  & 

Want  of  Ventilation  1 

Other  nuisances  ......  1 


Home  Work — 

Number  of  Lists  received 

Other  Matters — 

Number  of  notices  received  from  Factory  Inspector 
Reports  of  action  taken  sent  to  Factory  Inspector 


DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

Borough — 

Number  of  Cowkeepers — Wholesale  Purveyors  

Number  of  Cowkeepers — Wholesale  and  Retail  Prrrveyors 

Number  of  Cowkeepers — Retail  Purveyors 

Number  of  Wholesale  and  Retail  Purveyors 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  (not  included  in  above) 

Number  of  Cowsheds 

Number  of  Dairies 

Number  of  Cows 


3 

2 

10 

2 

19 

18 

36 

160 


Ex-Borough — 

JQ 

Number  of  Wholesale  Purveyors  

Number  of  Wholesale  and  Retail  Purveyors 
Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  (not  included  in  above) 

357  inspections  were  made  of  dairies  in  the  town. 

151  visits  of  cowsheds  and  291  inspections  of  milk  vehicles  were 
made. 
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Regular  inspections  of  all  dairies  and  cowsheds  have  been  made 
during  the  year  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors,  and  a general  high  standard  of  cleanliness  has  been 
maintained.  The  following  work  has  been  executed  : — 


Existing  dairies  improved  3 

Existing  cowsheds  improved  2 

Drainage  improved  5 

Lighting  improved  2 

Ventilation  improved  4 


Limewashing  or  cleansing  carried  out  106 

Other  repairs  effected  or  nuisances  abated  11 

Milk  Samples  obtained  : — 

Chemical  69 

Bacteriological  82 


ICE  CREAM  PREMISES. 

127  inspections  were  made  of  Ice  Cream  Premises  during  the  year 
and  the  following  work  has  been  executed  : — 


Premises  improved  7 

Limewashing  or  cleansing  carried  out  13 

Other  repairs  or  nuisances  abated  13 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 


Address. 


31,  Mill  Lane  

5,  l pper  Church 
Street. 

13  & 14,  Church  St. 
10,  Island  Place 

3,  Park  Terrace  

28,  Water  Street 


Keeper. 

Deputy 

Keeper. 

No.  of 
Rooms 

Mrs.  E.  Gwyther 

Mr.  E.  Gwyther 

6 

Mr.  John  Cotton 

Mr.  E.  Jones  

5 

Mrs.  A.  Egan 

10 

Mrs.  K.  Keenan 

Mr.  J.  Wilson  

6 

Mrs.  H.  O’Donoghue 

Mrs.  E.  Davies  

9 

Mr.  13.  Price 

Mrs.  J.  Price  

4 

No.  of 
Beds. 


68 

12 

20 

34 

23 

10 


1 hese  houses  have  been  kept  under  periodical  supervision  and  no 
serious  contravention  of  the  byelaws  has  been  found. 


Limewashing  or  cleansing  carried  out 
Bedding  renewed 

Other  repairs  or  nuisances  abated  .... 
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HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 


Number  of  homes  6 

Limewashing  or  cleansing  carried  out  4 

Overcrowding  abated  2 

Other  repairs  or  nuisances  abated  2 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 

The  following  quantities  of  food  have  been  condemned  and 
destroyed  during  the  year,  exclusive  of  condemnations  made  by 
the  Veterinary  Inspector 

50  lbs.  Pickled  Beef  (decomposition). 

70  lbs.  Frozen  Beef  (decomposition). 

190  lbs.  Frozen  Mutton  (decomposition). 

33  lbs.  Beef  (decomposition). 

112  lbs.  Mutton  (decomposition). 

7 lbs.  Pork  (decomposition). 

20  lbs.  Scrap  Meat  (decomposition). 

62  lbs.  Liver  and  Lungs  (diseased  and  decomposition). 

2 Beasts’  Heads  (diseased). 

3 Pigs’  Heads  (decomposition). 

23  lbs.  Sausages  (decomposition). 

40  lbs.  Bacon  (decomposition). 

2 Rabbits  (decomposition). 

52J  sts.  Fish— fresh  and  cured— (decomposition). 

1(0  Bananas  (decayed). 

32  lbs.  Potatoes  (diseased). 

520  lbs.  Pears  (decayed). 

87  tins  Fruit  (blown  or  damaged). 

64  tins  Milk,  (blown  or  damaged). 

20  tins  Meat  (blown  or  damaged). 

6 tins  Fish  (blown  or  damaged). 

The  following  information  has  been  received  from  the  Veterinary 
Inspector  (Mr.  J.  Campbell  Hill,  M.R.C.V.S.)  . 

The  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  1930  aie  as 
follows,  and  for  comparison  the  figures  for  1929  are  also  set  out 


1930 

1929 

Beasts 

1038 

1210 

Calves 

1134 

1390 

Pigs 

Sheep  and  lambs 
Fowls 

3546 

4057 

8483 

1322 

9151 

1670 

Total 


15523 


17478 


61 


Condemned  as  unfit  for  food  : — 

Beef  1528  lbs. 

Liver  2149  lbs. 

Lungs  and  other  parts  1753  lbs. 

1  he  conditions  on  accounts  of  which  condemnation  was  necessary 
were  : — Tuberculosis,  and  fluke  and  worm  infestations. 

Stalls,  etc. — 

Names  provided  on  Vehicles,  etc 5 

Meat  protected  from  contamination  1 11 

Cleanliness  improved  10 

Receptacles  provided  19 

Shops — 

Ventilation  improved  5 

Cleanliness  improved  14 

Receptacles  provided  7 

Accumulations  removed 15 

Warnings  regarding  labelling  25 

Transport  and  Handling — 


Warnings  regarding  Cleanliness  of  Vehicles,  Receptacles, 
Covering  of  Meat,  etc. 

Fried  Fish  Shops — 

New  Ranges  fitted 
Lighting  improved 
Ventilation  improved 
Cleansing  carried  out 
Potato  washing  room  improved 
Fish  cleaning  room  improved 
Drainage  improved 
Receptacles  provided 
Other  repairs  or  nuisances  abated 


6 


4 

1 

5 
9 
8 

5 

9 

6 
9 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 


Ihe  following  classes  of  business  are  established  in  the  Borough  : — 

1 gutscraper. 

2 fellmongers. 

3 marine  store  dealers. 

52  fish  fliers. 


Periodical  inspections  are  made  of  all  these 
following  work  was  executed  : — 


premises  and 


Nuisances  abated  or  repairs  executed 
W arnings  regarding  articles  given  in  exchange 


the 

9 

3 
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RENT  RESTRICTION  ACTS. 

One  application  under  these  Acts  was  received.  The  application 
was  justified  and  a certificate  given. 


MATTERS  REPORTED  TO  THE  BOROUGH  SURVEYOR. 


The  following  matters  were  reported  to  the  Borough  Surveyor’s 
Department 


Drains  and  sewers  94 

Building  Bye-law  Infringements  3 

Wastage  of  Water  8 

x\ccumulations 14 

Other  matters  18 


RAT  DESTRUCTION. 

All  complaints  of  rat  infestation  have  received  attention,  and  the 
Slaughterhouse  and  Isolation  Hospital  have  been  baited  several 
times  during  the  year.  Baits  of  various  kinds  are  supplied  to 
applicants  at  cost  price. 


FUMIGATIONS. 

The  number  of  houses  fumigated  during  the  year  was  91.  The 
main  Wards  of  the  Isolation  Hospital  were  fumigated  on  three 
occasions  ; 15  Cubicle  Wards  were  also  fumigated.  The  public 

mortuary  was  cleaned  and  disinfected  on  7 occasions.  The  St.  John’s 
Ambulance  car  was  fumigated  on  33  occasions  after  it  had  been  used 
for  the  transport  of  patients  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  97  Public 
Library  books  were  disinfected.  667  articles  of  clothing  were  steam 
disinfected. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  houses  fumigated  : — 

Wards 

1.  2.  3.  Total. 


6 1 24 

13  3 29 

3 3 7 

— — 3 

1 1 

— — 1 

— 2 6 

— 3 20 


56  22  13  91 


Poliowing  Scarlet  Fever  17 

Diphtheria  13 

,,  Tuberculosis  1 

„ Typhoid  Fever  3 

,,  Pneumonia  ......  — 

„ Encephalitis  Lethargica  ' 1 

„ Other  Diseases  4 

„ Dirty  and  Verminous  Con- 
ditions   17 


Total 


G3 


POLICE  COURT  PROCEEDINGS. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  an  owner  of  a Marine  Store 
for  causing  a nuisance  under  Section  114  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1875.  1 he  case  was  adjourned  to  allow  the  owner  to  carry  out 

alterations  to  improve  the  ventilation  of  the  premises,  and  in 
consequence  certain  alterations  have  been  carried  out. 


I am,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  servant. 


Health  Department, 

Old  Town  Hall,  Llanelly, 
July,  1931. 


R.  EVANS, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  AND  WORKPLACES. 

1. — Inspection. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspections 

Written 

Occupiers 

Notices. 

Prosecuted . 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

Factories  (including  Factory 

Laundries) 

Workshops  (including  Workshop 

256 

15 

Laundries) 

Workplaces  (other  than  Out- 
workers’ premises)  

113 

5 

35 

— 

Total 

404 

20 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  De 

:ects. 

iNumoer  oi 
Offences  in 
respect  to 
which  pro- 
secutions 
were  insti- 
tuted. 

(5) 

Particulars. 

(1) 

Found. 

(2) 

Reme- 

died. 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 
Acts  :* 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

10 

10 

Want  of  Ventilation 

4 

4 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances  .... 

4 

4 

Sanitary  Accommodation  : 
Insufficient 

1 

1 





Unsuitable  or  Defective 

5 

5 

Not  Separate  for  Sexes 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshops  Acts  : 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 
ground Bakehouse  (s.  101) 
Other  Offences  (excluding  offences 
relating  to  outwork  under 
the  Sections  mentioned  in 
the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  (Factories  and  Work- 
shops Transfer  of  Powers  Order. 
1921)  .... 



T otal 

24 

24 

* Including  those  specified  in  Sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


VITAL,  STATISTICS  (1921-30). 
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Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer 
for  the  Year  1930. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Llanelly  Education 

Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  1930  on  the 
School  Medical  Service  in  the  Borough. 

With  the  appointment  of  Dr.  L.  M.  Allen  as  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officer  the  work  of  school  medical  inspection  has  been 
accelerated.  The  following-up  in  the  schools  of  children  found  at 
former  inspections  to  be  suffering  from  defects  has  been  efficiently 
carried  out. 

More  attention  has  been  given  to  the  supervision  of  dull  and 
backward  childi'en.  With  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Allen,  who  has  been 
responsible  for  the  examination  and  grading  of  these  children,  the 
work  of  the  teachers  of  the  special  classes  will  be  materially  advanced. 
A word  of  praise  must  be  given  to  these  teachers  for  the  progress 
of  the  children  in  their  charge. 

According  to  the  statistics  submitted  by  Dr.  T.  E.  Mathias, 
the  School  Dentist,  78  per  cent,  of  all  children  requiring  it  obtained 
the  necessary  treatment.  This  is  a very  satisfactory  percentage 
and  compares  very  favourably  with  the  experience  generally  in 
England  and  Wales. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  on  page  77  that  only  six  age  groups 
were  dealt  with  systematically  during  the  year.  This  means  that 
nearly  half  the  children  are  unable  to  receive  attention — except 
that  of  an  emergency  nature.  A very  encouraging  feature  is  the 
steady  drop  in  the  percentage  requiring  treatment — from  91  per  cent, 
in  children  aged  5,  to  66  per  cent,  in  those  aged  12.  The  same  remark 
applies  to  the  ratio  of  teeth  filled  to  teeth  extracted.  In  this  case, 
however,  much  could  be  done  to  improve  matters,  if  parents  would 
realize  that  it  is  far  better  to  save  teeth  than  to  allow  caries  to 
progress  to  such  an  extent  that  nothing  can  be  done  for  the  aching 
tooth  but  extraction. 

It  has  to  be  pointed  out  again  that  a few  schools  fail  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  scheme  to  the  same  extent  as  the  majority  of  the 
schools  in  the  Borough. 
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A statement  will  be  found  on  page  87  showing  the  results  of  the 
inspection  of  the  schools  in  the  Borough.  The  inspections  were 
carried  out  by  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Mr.  R.  Evans. 


I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

L.  W.  POLE, 

School  Medical  Officer. 


Health  Department, 

Old  Town  Hall,  Llanelly, 

10th  July,  1931. 


SCHOOL  MEDICAL  INSPECTION. 

Staff: 

School  Medical  Officer  : L.  W.  Pole,  M.B.  (Edin.),  D.P.H. 
Assistant  S.M.O.  : L.  M.  Allen,  M.B.  (Belfast),  D.P.H. . 

Eye  Specialist  (part-time)  : J.  J.  Healy,  M.B.  (Edin.). 

Dental  Surgeon  : T.  E.  Mathias,  L.R.C.P.  & S.  (Edin.),  L.F.P.S. 
(Glasgow),  L.D.S.,  R.C.S.  (Edin.). 

School  Nurses  : N.  Smith,  M.  Hopkins,  M.C.  Jones  (also  Health 
Visitor),  H.  J.  Lewis  (also  Health  Visitor)  (resigned  August, 
1930). 

Dental  Attendant  : Miss  M.  E.  Williams. 

Clerks  : Senior — M.  E.  Smith  ; Junior — W.  J.  Symmons. 

Medical  Inspection  Arrangements. — The  Board  of  Education 
require  the  medical  inspection  of  all  children  in  public  elementary 
schools  as  soon  as  possible  in  the  twelve  months  following  : — 

(a)  their  admission  to  public  elementary  schools,  and 

(b)  their  attaining  the  age  of  eight  years,  and 

(c)  their  attaining  the  age  of  twelve  years. 
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The  Local  Education  Authority  must  also  make  arrangements, 
subject  to  the  sanction  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  attending  to 
the  health  and  physical  condition  of  children,  including  : — 

(a)  the  following-up  of  cases  of  defect  found  in  the  course  of 

medical  inspection  ; 

(b)  the  detection  and  prevention  of  uncleanliness  ; 

(c)  the  medical  treatment  of  defect  of  eyes,  and  teeth,  minor 

ailments  and  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids. 

Besides  the  “ routine  ” groups  of  children,  special  inspection  was 
made  of  children  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  School  Medical  Officer 
by  head  teachers,  attendance  officers,  school  nurses  and  parents. 


Number  of  Children  on  Registers  and  Average  Attendance. — For 

the  year  ended  31st  December,  1930  : — 

(a)  the  number  of  children  on  the  school  registers  was  6363 


(b)  the  average  attendance  for  the  year  was  5621 

(c)  the  percentage  attendance  for  the  year  was  88.3 


The  number  of  schools  in  the  town  is  11,  made  up  of  eight  Boys’ 
Departments,  eight  Girls’  Departments,  six  Infants’  Departments 
and  three  Mixed  Schools — 25  Departments  in  all. 

The  total  number  of  children  inspected  at  “ routine  ” examinations 
was  1,911.  This  number  was  made  up  of 

659  entrants — 325  boys,  334  girls. 

556  intermediates — 281  boys,  275  girls. 

537  pavers — 260  boys,  277  girls. 

159  other  ages — 82  boys,  77  girls. 

Special  medical  examinations  numbered  581 . These  examinations 
related  mainly  to  children  who  had  formerly  been  inspected  as 
routine  cases,  and  the  examinations  were  in  the  nature  of  following- 
up. 

Inspection  Clinic. — This  Clinic  is  open  weekly  on  the  forenoons  of 
luesday  and  Wednesday  for  the  examination  of  children  referred 
by  head  teachers,  attendance  officers  and  parents.  The  total 
number  of  children  who  attended  during  the  year  was  317,  exclusive 
of  469  children,  who  were  examined  in  regard  to  their  fitness  to 
attend  the  School  Camp. 

The  number  of  re-inspections  was  256. 

The  average  number  of  children  who  attended  the  Clinic  on  each 
of  the  two  days  was  11. 
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REVIEW  OF  FACTS  DISCLOSED  BY  MEDICAL 
INSPECTION. 

Height  and  Weight. — The  tables  appended  give  the  number  of 
children  at  each  year  of  age,  and  the  average  height  and  weight. 
The  heights  are  given  in  inches  and  centimetres,  and  the  weights 
in  pounds  and  kilograms. 


HEIGHTS  AND  WEIGHTS. 
Boys. 


Age. 

No. 

exd. 

Height 

s (average). 

No. 

exd. 

Weights  (average). 

Inches. 

Centimetres. 

Pounds. 

Kilograms. 

3 

5 

37.35 

94.86 

5 

33  30 

15.11 

4 

146 

39.48 

100.27 

152 

37.09 

16.83 

5 

118 

41.23 

104.72 

129 

39.48 

17.92 

6 

37 

42.86 

108.96 

39 

42.78 

19.42 

7 

17 

45.77 

116.25 

17 

49.86 

22.62 

8 

240 

48.15 

122.30 

240 

54.00 

24.51 

9 

35 

50.85 

129.15 

35 

58.15 

26.40 

10 

12 

50.70 

128.77 

12 

59.91 

26.69 

11 

12 

166 

55.11 

140.97 

166 

75.60 

34.32 

13 

65 

56.87 

144.34 

82 

83.23 

37.78 

14 

12 

56.08 

142.44 

12 

79.87 

36.26 

7! 

Girls. 


Age. 

No. 

exd. 

Heights  (average). 

No. 

exd. 

Weights 

(average). 

Inches. 

Centimetres. 

Pounds 

Kilograms. 

3 

2 

38.25 

97.15 

2 

36.00 

16.34 

4 

154 

39.43 

100.15 

164 

35.85 

16.27 

5 

114 

41.08 

104.34 

132 

38.55 

17.50 

6 

35 

43.82 

111.29 

36 

42.S6 

19.45 

7 

14 

45.87 

116.50 

14 

48.48 

22.00 

8 

23S 

47.52 

120.60 

238 

52.63 

23.S9 

9 

45 

44.54 

113.23 

45 

50.21 

22.79 

10 

8 

50.96 

129.43- 

8 

61.62 

27.97 

11 

2 

48.62 

123.49 

2 

56.50 

25.65 

12 

144 

56.23 

142.82 

144 

72.86 

33.07 

13 

120 

57.91 

147.09 

120 

87.66 

39.79 

14 

10 

60/0 

154.68 

10 

104.10 

47.26 

1 

Clothing. — " Fair  ” — 19  children — 0.99  per  cent.  (9  boys,  10  girls). 

“ Bad  ” — 10  children — 0.52  per  cent.  (5  boys,  5 girls). 

Children  are,  on  the  whole,  clothed  sensibly.  The  chief  fault  is 
overclothing.  Too  many  garments  are  worn  which  tend  to  hamper 
free  movement  and  constitute  a weight  which  the  unfortunate  child 
has  to  carry.  Often  these  garments  being  made  of  cotton  wool  are 
useless.  Several  layers  of  cotton  are  not  only  unequal  to  one  layer 
of  wool,  but  put  undue  compression  on  the  body.  The  child  with  a 
tendency  to  colds  and  bronchitis  is  the  chief  sufferer  in  this  respect  ; 
he  is  often  swathed  in  many  garments  of  thick  material  which 
prevent  him  breathing  properly  and  lay  him  open  to  the  possibility 
of  catching  cold  when  heated  with  exercise.  The  bronchitic  child 
is  just  the  one  to  whom  light  warm  clothing  with  freedom  of  bodily 
movement  is  of  immense  importance. 

Footgear. — “Fair” — 26  children — 1.36  per  cent.  (14  boys,  12  girls). 

"Bad” — 24  children — 1.25  per  cent.  (15  boys,  9 girls). 

These  statistics  show  that  footgear  generally  is  satisfactory. 
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Uncleanliness. — Vermin — Hair — boys,  58  (3.03  per  cent..). 

girls,  294  (15.33  per  cent.). 

Body — boys,  57  (2.98  per  cent.), 
girls,  54  (2.82  per  cent.). 

In  addition  to  the  routine  medical  inspections,  periodical  visits 
are  paid  to  the  schools  by  one  of  the  school  nurses,  who  examines 
all  the  children  in  regard  to  cleanliness.  Records  are  kept  of  these 
inspections  of  the  School  Nurses  (see  Group  V.,  page  86).  Where 
verminous  conditions  are  found,  the  parents  are  notified,  and  they 
are  instructed  in  regard  to  the  measures  that  should  be  adopted  to 
free  the  hair  from  vermin — usually  present  in  the  form  of  nits. 

Nutrition. — Good,  1,472 — 77.0  per  cent,  (boys  657,  girls  815). 

Fair,  389 — 20.4  per  cent,  (boys  257,  girls  132). 

Bad,  50 — 2.6  per  cent,  (boys  34,  girls  16). 

Although  the  number  of  children  suffering  from  definite  malnutri- 
tion is  not  high,  the  number  in  the  “ fair  ” category  is  excessive. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  great  bulk  of  malnutrition  which  is  not 
due  to  disease  or  bad  hygienic  conditions  is  caused  not  so  much  by 
actual  lack  of  food  as  by  the  improper  selection  or  preparation  of 
food.  It  has  now  been  proved  beyond  any  doubt  that  one  of  the 
most  valuable  foods  is  milk,  and  generally  the  experience  is  that 
this  is  not  a common  article  of  diet.  It  is  a significant  fact  that  the 
best  nourished  children  are  the  infants  in  whose  dietary  milk  figures 
prominently.  Fresh  milk  is  in  fact  not  only  one  of  the  mos.t 
nutritious  and  health-giving  foods,  but  it  is  also  one  of  the  cheapest. 

Skin  Disease. — The  chief  skin  disease  was  Impetigo,  13  out  of 
81  cases.  Skin  diseases  were  present  in  4.23  per  cent,  of  the  children 
examined  at  routine  inspections. 

Eye  Diseases. — Blepharitis  and  Conjunctivitis  : 41  children — 

2.14  per  cent.  (15  boys,  26  girls). 

Squint  : 33  children — 1.72  per  cent. 

Eye  strain  and  corneal  opacities  : 1 child. 
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Defective  Vision. — The  following  table  shows  the  results  of  the 
examination  of  1,260  children  : — 


Defective  Vision. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Per  cent 

(1)  Both  eves  normal 

526 

513 

1039 

82.4 

(2)  One  eye  normal,  one  eye  slightly  defective 

13 

23 

36 

2.8 

{3)  One  eye  normal,  one  eye  verv  defective  

23 

29 

52 

4.2 

(4)  Both  eyes  slightly  defective 

29 

46 

75 

5 9 

{o)  One  eye  slightly  defective,  one  eye  very 
defective 

4 

6 

10 

0.8 

(6)  Both  eyes  very  defective 

23 

25 

48 

3.9 

Totals  .. .. 

618 

642 

1260 

100.0 

1 and  2 are  classed  as  “ good  ” vision — 85.2  per  cent.  ; 3 and  4 as 
“ fair  ” vision — 10.1  per  cent.  ; and  5 and  6 as  “ bad  ” vision — 4.7 
per  cent. 


Defective  Hearing. — 41  children — 0.5  per  cent.  (5  boys,  6 girls) 
had  markedly  defective  hearing,  the  whispering  test  being  used ; 
91  children  had  ear  disease  ; in  6 there  was  disease  of  the  internal 
ear. 

Nose  and  Throat. — Enlarged  tonsils  of  moderate  degree,  677 

children — 35.42  per  cent.  (350  boys,  327 
girls). 

Enlarged  tonsils  of  marked  degree,  219  children 
• — 11.46  per  cent.  (106  boys,  113  girls). 

Tonsils  and  adenoids  present  together,  16 
children — 0.83  per  cent.  (12  boys,  4 girls). 

Speech.  Defective  speech,  18  children — 0.94  per  cent. 

Heart  and  Circulation. — 

Organic  disease  of  heart— 48  children— 2.51  per  cent. 

Functional  disorders  of  heart— 250  children— 13.08  per  cent. 

Anaemia— 599  children— 31.34  per  cent. 

A moderate  degree  of  anaemia  is  extremely  prevalent  amongst 
school  children.  If  milk  were  consumed  more  freely  this  condition 
would  be  rare.  Other  preventatives  of  malnutrition  and  anaemia 
are  fresh  air  particularly  during  the  night  and  an  adequate  amount 
of  sleep. 
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Rickets— 15  children— 8 boys  and  7 girls— showed  some  signs  of 
deformity  resulting  from  this  disease. 


Special  Examinations. — The  chief  conditions  discovered  were  : — 
Skm  diseases,  52  ; eye  diseases,  49  ; defective  vision  and  squint,  7 ; 
oiganic  heait  disease,  64  ; anaemia,  312  ; pulmonary  tuberculosis, 
1 ; chorea,  16.  J 


Vaccination. 


Vaccination. 

Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

Per  cent. 

Vaccinated 

698 

687 

1385 

72.00 

Not  Vaccinated 

250 

276 

526 

28.00 

Previous  History  of  Infectious  Diseases. 


Measles. 

Whooping 

Cough 

Chicken 

Pox. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria 

No. 

°/o 

No. 

°/0 

No. 

°/o 

No. 

°/o 

No. 

°/o 

Boys 

646 

68. 1 

410 

46.4 

274 

28.8 

48 

5.0 

50 

5.2 

Girls 

650 

67.4 

493 

51.1 

307 

31.8 

55 

5.7 

55 

5.7 

Total 

1296 

67.8 

933 

48.8 

581 

30.4 

103 

5.3 

105 

5.4 

TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  AT  MEDICAL 

INSPECTION. 

School  Clinic.— The  average  daily  attendance  was  50.  The 
attendance  ranged  between  30  and  60  on  the  days  when  the  schools 
were  open.  During  all  holidays  the  clinic  is  open  for  treatment. 

When  the  condition  of  a child  is  such  that  general  treatment  is 
indicated,  remedies  such  as  Parrish’s  Food,  Ccd  Liver  Oil  and  Malt 
Extract,  or  Ostelin  are  provided.  In  necessitous  cases  no  charge  is 
made,  but  the  free  issue  of  these  preparations  is  comparatively 
infrequent. 
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The  following  Table  gives  a summary  of  the  work  of  the  School 
Clinic  : — 

Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments. 


Condition. 

No.  of  cases  under 
treatment  on 
1st  January.  1930 

Total  No.  of  Cases. 

Total 

Attendances. 

Average 
Attendances 
per  Child. 

Cured. 

Improved. 

Not  Improved. 

Under  Treatment 
at  end  of  year. 

Remarks. 

Ringworm  : Head  ....’ 

10 

141 

14.1 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Body 

11 

144 

13.0 

10 

1 

— 

— 

1* 

Scabies 

8 

120 

15.0 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Impetigo 

191 

1565 

8.1 

191 

— 

— 

— 

Minor  Injuries 

451 

2195 

4.8 

445 

5 

1 

— 

6* 

Septic  Sores 

794 

5799 

7.7 

794 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Vermin  : Head 

26 

282 

10.8 

26 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Skin  Diseases  

22 

258 

11.7 

22 

— - 

— 

Ear  Disease  

3 

20 

6.6 

3 

— 

— 

— 



Eye  Disease 

— 

30 

187 

6.2 

30 

— 

— 

— 



Miscellaneous 

1 

3 

64 

21.3 

1 

2 

— 

l*f 

Total 

1 

1549 

10775 

6.9 

1540 

8 

1 

— 

8 

Referred  to  own  doctors.  t Hospital  treatment. 


Defective  Vision. — Children  are  examined  at  the  Eye  Clinic 
after  being  referred  to  the  Eye  Specialist  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer. 


To  be 
Examined 
by  Eye 
Specialist. 

Examined 
by  Eye 
Specialist. 

Spectacles 
and  ob 

prescribed 

tained. 

Spectacles 
prescribed 
but  not 
yet 

obtained. 

Other 

treatment 

than 

Spectacles. 

Awaiting 

Examina- 

tion. 

At  cost  of 
E.C. 

At  cost  of 
Parent. 

166 

1 64 

47 

63 

33 

21 

2 
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Dull  and  Backward  Children. — Since  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Allen 
as  Assistant  School  Medical  Officer  it  has  been  possible  to  exercise 
more  supervision  over  children  in  the  special  classes  and  to  arrange 
for  intelligence  tests  to  be  made  in  the  case  of  these  children  and  of 
others  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  School  Medical  Officer.  In  1930 
one  of  the  special  classes  (in  Market  Street  Girls’  School)  was  discon- 
tinued, leaving  three  of  these  classes — in  Lakefield  Boys’  and  Girls 
Schools,  and  in  Old  Road  Boys’  School.  During  1930,  16  boys  and 
6 girls  were  admitted  into  the  special  classes,  and  18  boys  and  3 girls 
were  transferred  to  ordinary  classes.  Two  girls  left  the  special  class, 
one  to  be  admitted  into  the  Lingfield  Colony  for  Epileptics,  and  the 
other  to  attend  a school  under  another  Authority.  At  the  end  of 
1930  the  numbers  of  children  in  the  special  classes  were  Lakefield 
Boys’  School,  9 boys  ; Lakefield  Girls’  School,  19  girls  ; Old  Road 
Boys’  School,  16  boys. 

Notification  of  Feeble  Minded  and  Other  Children— Three  children 
(1  boy  and  2 girls)  were  notified  to  the  Local  Authority,  the  County 
Council,  under  the  Mental  Deficiency  Regulations,  1928  ; one  boy 
and  one  girl  as  imbeciles  under  Article  2 (a),  the  othei,  a girl,  as 
feeble  minded  about  to  attain  the  age  of  16,  under  Article  4. 

During  the  year,  4 girls  were  admitted  into  Pantglas  Institution 
for  mentally  defective  children. 

Dental  Treatment. — The  School  Dentist,  Dr.  T.  E.  Mathias, 
submits  the  following  table  showing  the  number  of  children  dealt 
with  and  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  work  done  during  the  year. 
This  gives  the  total  number  of  children  inspected  as_2,659,  of  whom 
1 700  received  treatment.  These  are  exclusive  of  358  children  who 
were  treated  as  " specials.”  The  table  shows  that  just  short  of, 
79  per  cent,  of  all  children  who  required  treatment  were  actually 

treated. 
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Age. 

No.  In- 
spected. 

No.  found 
to  require 
treatment. 

Number 

treated. 

Teeth 

Filled. 

Teeth 

Ex- 

tracted. 

Katio 
Teeth 
Filled  and 
Extracted.. 

5 

352 

321 — 91 .0% 

228—71.0% 

105 

330 

1:3.0 

6 

499 

434—86.9% 

305—70.2% 

171 

554 

1:3.2 

7 

469 

399—85.0% 

314— 78. 6% 

132 

723 

1:5.7 

S 

472 

382—80.9% 

298— 7S.0% 

201 

S12 

1:4.0- 

9 

76 

61-80.2% 

55 — 90.0% 

30 

47 

1:1.5 

10 

467 

336—71.9% 

295—87.7% 

176 

501 

1:2  8 

1 1 

51 

37—72.5% 

34—91.9% 

21 

31 

1:1.5 

12 

273 

182—66.6% 

171—93.9% 

160 

191 

1:1.2 

All  ages 

2659 

2152—73.4% 

1700—78.9% 

996 

3189 

1:3.2 

Posture  of  Children. — Generally,  the  experience  is  that  posture  in 
the  infant  schools  is  excellent,  but  deteriorates  steadily  until  the 
Central  Schools  are  reached,  when  it  becomes  definitely  bad. 
Postural  defects  are  very  common,  chest  expansion  is  poor,  and 
inefficient  breathing  is  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception,  especially 
in  the  case  of  girls.  It  would  appear  that  the  time  allotted  for 
physical  exercise  is  not  adequate  in  the  case  of  girls  and  bo  vs  in  the 
Central  Schools.  The  age  is  one  of  rapid  growth  physically  and 
mentally.  The  calls  upon  the  energy  are  heavy  with  the  result  that 
the  growing  boy  or  girl  in  the  early  ’teens  is  inclined  to  stoop  and  to 
become  slovenly  in  gait.  This  is  the  period  during  which  posture 
requires  the  greatest  supervision.  Adequate  sleep  and  abundant 
fresh  air  are  also  of  paramount  importance  to  Central  School  children. 


Orthopaedic  Treatment. — In  the  absence  of  any  joint  scheme  with 
the  County,  it  has  been  the  practice  to  send  children  for  whom 
treatment  may  be  required  to  the  Prince  of  Wales’  Hospital  for 
exarrunation  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon.  If  Hospital  treatment 
is  advised  the  cases  are  admitted  in  due  course.  Following  their 
c ischarge,  periodical  attendance  at  the  Hospital  is  usually  necessary. 


The  number  of  children  who  were  examined  by  the  Orthopaedic 
Surgeon  durmg  1930  was  10.  Treatment  in  Hospital  was  advised 
foi  / children,  and  5 were  admitted  before  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
other  two  were  to  be  admitted  when  beds  were  available.  Two 
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children  who  had  received  treatment  before  1930  were  kept  under 
-observation  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  and  it  was  found  necessary 
to  re-admit  both  for  further  treatment. 

Bacteriological  Examination.- 

Number  of  swabs  examined  for  diphtheria  133 

Diphtheria  bacilli  present  in  ten  cases. 

The  numbers  in  the  statement  are  included  in  those  given  on 
page  10. 

School  Camp. — The  Camp  was  again  used  in  1930  for  children 
from  the  mining  areas  of  South  Wales.  With  the  exception  of  the 
month  of  August,  when  it  was  occupied  by  Llanelly  children, 
the  Camp  was  handed  over  to  the  authorities  administering  the 
Lord  Mayor  of  London’s  Fund,  and  was  used  in  this  way  from  the 
beginning  of  May  till  the  end  of  September.  The  arrangements  for 
the  occupation  of  the  Camp  were  similar  to  those  for  the  previous 
year.  The  number  of  children,  boys  and  girls,  who  attended  the 
Camp  from  the  mining  areas  was  1,572,  each  contingent  spending 
two  weeks  in  Camp. 

The  weather  experienced  was  of  a very  mixed  character  and  there 
were  more  wet  days  than  in  the  previous  year,  but  notwithstanding 
this  the  condition  of  the  children  showed  marked  improvement, 
A small  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  dis- 
covered and  these  were  at  once  removed  to  the  Llanelly  Isolation 
Hospital.  The  chief  work  of  the  nurse  stationed  at  the  Camp  was 
to  attend  to  minor  ailments  contracted  during  the  stay  of  the  children 
at  the  Camp. 

The  Camp  was  visited  at  various  times  by  representatives  of 
Local  Education  Authorities,  by  H.M.  Inspectors  and  Mr.  Ryan, 
of  H.M.  Treasury. 

Medical  Examination  of  Teachers.— Six  teachers  were  medically 
■examined  on  appointment  to  schools  and  weie  found  fit  foi  duty. 


TABLE  I. 


Return  of  Medical  Inspections. 

A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSPECTIONS. 

Number  of  Code  Group  Inspections  : 

Entrants  659 

Intermediates  556 

Leavers  537 

Total  1,752 

Number  of  other  Routine  Inspections 159 


B.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS. 

V' 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  1,367 

Number  of  Re-Inspections 256 


Total 


1,623 
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TABLE  II. 

A.— Return  of  Defects  found  by  Medical  Inspection  in  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1930. 


Defect  or  Disease 


Malnutrition 

Uncleanliness 


Skin 


, Ringworm : Scalp 

Body 

Scabies 

i Impetigo 

Other  Diseases  (Non-Tuber- 
culous) 


Eye 


Ear 


'Blepharitis 
Conj  unctivitis 
Keratitis 
Corneal  Opacities 
Defective  Vision  (excluding 
Squint) 

Squint 

'v  Other  Conditions 


( Defective  Hearing 

J Otitis  Media  

t Other  Ear  Diseases 


{Enlarged  Tonsils  only 
Adenoids  only 
Enlarged  Tonsils  and 

A-denoids  

Other  Conditions 

Enlarged  Cervical  Glands  (Non 
Tuberculous) 

Defective  Speech 

/Heart  Disease 
Heart  and  J 
Circulation  ] 


Routine 

Inspections. 


No.  of  Defects. 


so  t; 

•r* 

e 

U' d 

O Qj 

rs  u 

HH 


60  o 

■g’-g 

*3  > 

cr  a, 
a?  cr 


50 


359 


1 

3 

13 

64 

32 

9 


99 

17 


13 

91 

219 

3 


86 

16 

8 

11 


677 


Speeia 

Inspections. 


No.  of  Defects. 


eo +; 
c f? 

•p  O 

.5  g 

3 hi 

O'  re 
o e> 
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3 

1 

4 
11 

33 

21 

18 


3 

4 
9 


14 

25 

201 

7 


c .2 

= > 
o'  h 
" » 

o 


173 


243 
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TABLE  II. — Continued. 


Routine 

Special 

Inspections. 

Inspections. 

No. 

of  Defects. 

No.  of  Defects. 

Defect  or  Disease. 

gpj 

d 3 

bj0  n 

<D  0) 

.5  13 

3 > 

Sfte 

&£ 

o 

• p <D 

•§ s 
a1 13 

aj  o 

:sis 

» 

P3  .a 
o 

Lungs 

Bronchitis 

Other  Non-Tuberculous 

100 

60 

Diseases 

25 

16 

/■Pulmonary : 

Definite  . 
Suspected 

5 

i 

4 

Tuber- 

Non-Pulmonarv  : 

culosis  - 

Glands 

Spine 

Hip 

Other  bones  and  ioints 
Skin 

1 

Other  Forms 

I 

Nervous 

System 

1 Epilepsy 
j Chorea 

6 

9 

3 

1(5 

7 

( Other  Conditions 

2 

Defor- 

mities 

f Rickets 

j Spinal  Curvature 
t Other  Forms 

15 

7 

20 

1 

2 

IS 

Other  Defects  and  Diseases 

....  1 

192 

.... 

159 

wmmreu  iuunu  ai  Koutine  Medical 
Inspection  to  require  Treatment  (excluding  Uncleanliness 
and  Dental  Diseases). 


Group. 

Number  of  Children. 

Percentage 
of  children 
found  to 
require 
treatment. 

Inspected. 

Found  to 
require 
treatment. 

Code  Groups  : Entrants 

Intermediates 

Leavers 

659 

55-5 

537 

67 

73 

121 

10.16 

13.12 

22.53 

Total  (Code  Groups) 

1752 

261 

14.89 

Other  Routine  Inspections 

159 

18 

11.32 
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TABLE  III. — Return  of  all  Exceptional  Children  in  the  Area. 


Blind  (includ- 
ing partial- 
ly blind) 


Deaf  (includ- 
ing deaf 
and  dumb 
and 

partially 

deaf). 


Mentally 

Defective. 


Epileptics. 


Suitable  for  train- 
ing in  a School 
or  Class  for  the 
totally  blind 


Suitable  for  train- 
in  a School  or 
Class  for  the  par- 
tially blind. 


Suitable  for  train- 
ing in  a School 
or  Class  for  the 
totally  deaf  or 
deaf  and  dumb. 


Suitable  for  train- 
ing in  a School 
or  Class  for  the 
partially  deaf. 


Feebleminded  (cases 
not  notifiable  to 
the  Local  Control 
Authority). 


Suffering  from  severe 
epilepsy. 


Suffering  from  epi- 
lepsy which  is  not 
severs. 


Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes 

for  the  Blind  

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 


Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes 

for  the  Blind  

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 


o 

m 


o 


Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes 
for  the  Deaf 

Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 


Attending  Certified  Schools  or  Classes 
for  the  Deaf 
Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 


Attending  Certified  Schools  for  Men 
tally  Defective  Children 
Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 


Attending  Certified  Special  Schools 
for  Epileptics  

In  Institutions  other  than  Certified 
Special  Schools 
Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  no  School  or  Institution 


Attending  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  no  School  or  Institution 


12 


IS 

..... 


Total 
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TABLE  III. — Continued. 


Physically 

Defective. 


Infectious  pulmonary 
and  glandular 
tuberculosis. 


m 

>> 

O 

PQ 


.a 

o 


At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  ap 
Droved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 

or  the  Board  

At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 


Non-infectious  but 
active  pulmonary 
and  glandular 
tuberculosis. 


At  Sanatoria  or  Sanatorium  ap 
proved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 

or  the  Board  

At  Certified  Residential  Open  Air 
Schools 

At  Certified  Day  Open  Air  Schools  . 
At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 


14 


Delicate  children 
( e.g .,  pre-  or  latent 
tuberculosis,  mal- 
nutrition, debility, 
anaemia,  etc.) 


Residential  Open  Air 


At  Certified 
Schools 

At  Certified  Day  Open  Air  Schools 
At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 


46 


31 
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Active  non-pulmon- 
ary  tuberculosis. 


At  Sanatoria  or  Hospital 
proved  by  the  Ministry 

Health  or  the  Board  

At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 


ap- 

of 


2 

5 


2 

7 


Crippled  Children 
(other  than  those 
with  active  tuber- 
culous disease),  e.g., 
children  suffering 
from  paralysis,  &c., 
and  including  those 
with  severe  heart 
disease. 


At  Certified  Hospital  Schools 
At  Certified  Residential  Cripple 
Schools 

At  Certified  Day  Cripple  Schools 
At  Public  Elementary  Schools 
At  other  Institutions 
At  no  School  or  Institution 


13 


10 


23 


Total 
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TABLE  IV. 

Return  of  Defects  treated  during  the  Year  ended  31st  December, 

1930. 


GROUP  I. — Minor  Ailments  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for 
which  see  Group  Y.). 


Number  of  Defects  Treated, 
or  under  Treatment  during 
the  year. 

Disease  or  Defect. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Otherwise 

Total. 

Skin  : — 

Ringworm — Scalp 

10 

10 

Ringworm — Body 

11 

11 

Scabies 

8 

8 

Impetigo 

191 

191 

Other  Skin  Disease 

22 

22 

Minor  Eye  Defects  (External  and  other, 
but  excluding  cases  falling  in 
Group  II.) 

30 

30 

Minor  Ear  Defects 

3 

3 

Miscellaneous 

(e.g.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores, 
chilblains,  &c.) 

1274 

1274 

Total 

1549 

1549 
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TABLE  IV. — Continued. 

GROUP  II. — Defective  Vision  and  Squint  (excluding  Minor  Eye 
Defects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments. — Group  I.). 


Number  of  Defects  dealt  with 

• \ 1 

Defect  or  Disease. 

Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Submitted  to 
refraction  by 
private  prac- 
titioner or  at 
hospital  apart 
from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Otherwise 

Total. 

Errors  of  Refraction  (including 
Squint)  

147 

147 

Other  Defect  or  Disease  of  the 
Eyes  (excluding  those  re- 
corded in  Group  I.) 

17 

17 

Total 

164 

164 

Total  number  of  Children  for  whom  Spectacles  were  prescribed  : — - 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  143 

(b)  Otherwise 

Total  number  of  Children  who  obtained  or  received  Spectacles  : 

(a)  Under  the  Authority’s  Scheme  47 

(b)  Otherwise  m 


GROUP  III.— Treatment  of  Defects  of  Nose  and  Throat. 


Number  of  Defects. 


Received  Operative  Treatment. 

— l 



Under  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme  in 
Clinic  or 
Hospital. 

By  private  prac- 
titioner or 
hospital  apart 
from  the 
Authority’s 
Scheme. 

Total. 

Received 
other 
forms  of 
Treatment. 

Total 

number 

Treated. 

20 

20 

20 
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GROUP  IV. — Dental  Defects. 

(1)  Number  of  children  who  were 
(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist : — 

Aged. 


5 

352  1 

6 

499 

7 

469 

8 

472 

Routine  Age  Groups 

6 

76 

, Total  2659 

10 

467 

11 

51 

12 

273 

13 

nil 

14 

* 

nil 

Specials 

358 

Grand  Total 

3017 

(b)  Found  to  require  treatment 

2510 

(c)  Actually  treated 

2058 

(2)  Half-days  devoted  to  { 

31 

371 

| Tot  a’ 

402 

(3)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment 

4426 

, ( Permanent  Teeth  .... 

. 727  \ 

Total 

996 

(4)  Fillings  | Temporary  Teeth  .... 

. 269  j 

( Permanent  Teeth  .... 

. 550  \ 
3049  j 

Total 

3599 

^5)  Extractions  ^ Temporary  Teeth  .... 

(6)  Administrations  of  general  anaethetics  for  extractions  35 

Permanent  Teeth 1 ) ^ , , ol-0 

Temporary  Teeth 251  }Total  252 


(7)  Other  operations 


GROUP  V. — Uncleanliness  and  Verminous  Conditions. 


(i.)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the 
year  by  the  School  Nurses 

(ii.)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  Schools 
by  School  Nurses 

(iii.)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean 
(iv.)  Number  of  children  cleansed  under  arrangements  made 
by  the  Local  Education  Authority 
(v.)  Number  of  cases  in  which  legal  proceedings  were  taken  : 

(a)  Under  the  Education  Act,  1921 

(b)  Under  School  Attendance  Byelaws 


2.3 


8649 

563 


26 


none 

none 
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SANITARY  CONDITION  OF  SCHOOLS. 

An  inspection  has  been  made  of  all  the  public  Elementary  Schools 
in  the  town,  and  following  is  a summary  in  detail  of  the  defects 
found  in  school  premises  : — 

No.  1. — Bigyn  Boys’  School. 

Dirty  walls  of  several  classrooms  and  small  cloakroom. 
No  3 classroom  is  badly  lighted  and  ventilated. 

The  enamelled  wash  basins  should  be  replaced  with 
glazed  stoneware  basins. 

Bigyn  Girls’  School. 

Form  5 classroom  is  badly  lighted  and  ventilated. 

The  wash  basins  should  be  replaced  with  glazed  stone- 
ware basins. 

Fresh  air  inlet  valve  to  drain  near  W.C.'s  missing. 

Bigyn  Infants’  School. 

No  Head  Teacher’s  room  provided. 

The  wash  basins  are  insanitary  and  should  be  modernised. 
Defective  fireplace  in  cloakroom. 

No.  2. — Copperworks  Boys’  School. 

Dirty  walls  and  windows. 

The  lighting  and  ventilation  of  Standard  3 classroom 
are  only  fair  and  should  be  improved  by  providing  an 
additional  window. 

The  playground  surface  is  poor,  causing  pools  of  water 
in  wet  weather. 

Copperworks  Girls’  School. 

Defective  roof  above  larger  cloakroom. 

Dirty  walls  and  windows. 

Copperworks  Infants’  School. 

The  lighting  of  one  classroom  is  poor. 

Five  enamelled  wash  basins  should  be  replaced  with 
glazed  stoneware  basins. 

No.  3. — Lakefleld  Boys’  School. 

The  classrooms  are  badly  ventilated. 

Dirty  walls  of  Head  Teacher's  room. 

Broken  mica  flap  to  fresh  air  inlet  of  drain  in  urinal. 
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Lakefield  Girls’  School. 

Defective  roof. 

\'V ashing  basins  should  be  modernised. 

The  windows  of  Form  1 are  defective. 

Dirty  windows. 

Lakefield  Infants’  School. 

No  Head  Teacher’s  room  provided. 

the  walls  of  four  rooms  have  not  been  plastered. 

The  wash  basins  are  insanitary. 

Some  downpipes  are  direct  to  drains. 

No.  4. — Market  Street  Girls’  School. 

Dirty  ceilings  of  two  classrooms. 

Dirty  windows. 

The  gullies  at  lower  end  of  playground  should  be  provided 
with  fixed  gratings  to  prevent  continual  chokages. 

Market  Street  Infants’  School. 

No  Head  Teacher’s  room  provided. 

Dirty  walls  and  windows. 

No.  5. — New  Dock  Boys’  School. 

No  Head  Teacher’s  room  provided. 

Dirty  walls  of  corridor. 

Defective  drainage  of  forecourt. 

The  stove  in  Standards  1 and  2 Room  is  unsuitably 
situated. 

Several  downpipes  are  broken. 

New  Dock  Girls’  School. 

Defective  roof  and  chimney  stacks. 

The  lighting  and  ventilation  of  classrooms  are  very  poor. 
The  fresh  air  inlet  pipe  to  inspection  chamber  is  defective. 
Downpipes  are  connected  direct  to  drains. 

Dirty  walls  and  windows  of  several  classrooms. 

New  Dock  Infants’  School. 

No  Head  Teacher’s  room  provided. 

The  walls  are  dirty  throughout. 

Insufficient  number  of  hand  basins  and  pegs  in  cloak- 
rooms. 

The  lighting  and  ventilation  of  most  of  the  classrooms 
are  poor. 
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No.  (j. — old  Road  Boys’  School. 

No  Head  Teacher’s  room  provided. 

Many  downpipes  are  direct  to  drain  and  are  broken. 
Gratings  should  be  fixed  to  gullies  in  playground. 

Missing  mica-flap  to  fresh  air  inlet  valve. 

Old  Road  Girls’  School. 

The  existing  enamelled  wash  basins  are  insanitary  and 
should  be  replaced  with  glazed  stoneware  basins. 
Several  downpipes  are  broken. 

The  roof  and  raintroughs  of  the  covered  shelter  are 
defective. 

Old  Road  Infants’  School. 

No  Head  Teacher’s  room  provided. 

A water  tap  should  be  provided  near  W.C.’s  for  washing 
down. 

No  urinal  provided  for  boys. 

The  roof  and  raintroughs  of  covered  shelter  are  defective. 
Defective  roof  of  cloak-room. 

No.  7. — Park  Street  Boys’  School. 

A few  downpipes  are  broken. 

No.  8. — Stebonheath  Junior  School. 

A flushing  pipe  should  be  fixed  to  the  urinal. 

No.  9.— National  Boys’  School. 

No  Head  Teacher’s  room  provided. 

The  lighting  of  main  room  is  poor. 

The  trough  closets  should  be  modernised. 

The  playground  is  unpaved  and  causes  a nuisance  from 
dust  in  dry  weather. 

National  Girls’  School. 

The  trough  closets  should  be  modernised. 

No  closet  for  staff  is  provided. 

The  playground  is  unpaved. 

National  Infants’  School. 

The  W.C.’s  and  urinal  should  be  modernised. 

No.  10. — St.  Mary’s  Roman  Catholic  School. 

One  classroom  is  overcrowded. 

The  walls  of  Infants’  classroom  are  dirty. 

The  playground  is  unpaved  and  badly  drained. 
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No.  11. — Prospect  Place  Infants’  School. 

No  Head  Teacher’s  room  provided. 

The  main  roof  is  defective. 

The  hut  in  the  playground  interferes  with  the  light  of 
the  cookery  room  and  the  playing  space  for  the 
scholars,  and  should  be  removed. 

The  trough  closets  should  be  modernised. 

No.  12. — Coleshill  Central  Boys’  School. 

The  walls  in  several  classrooms  are  dirty. 

The  partition  between  Forms  2A  and  3 classrooms  should 
be  extended. 

No  heating  arrangement  is  provided  in  the  Chemistry 
Laboratory. 

The  roof  and  raintroughs  of  shelter  in  playground  are 
defective. 

Coleshill  Central  Girls’  School. 

The  floors  of  several  classrooms  and  laboratory  require 
repairs. 

The  roof  and  ceiling  of  Classroom  1A  are  defective. 

The  walls  throughout  are  dirty. 

Complaints  were  made  that  the  Laboratory  and  Staff 
Room  were  not  sufficiently  heated. 

No.  13. — Stebonheath  Central  Boys’  School. 

A flush  pipe  should  be  fixed  to  the  urinal  stalls. 

Two  mica  flaps  to  drain  fresh  air  inlet  valves  are  missing. 

One  portion  of  the  playground  is  poorly  drained. 

Stebonheath  Central  Girls’  School. 

The  walls  of  classrooms  in  corrugated  hut  are  dirty,  and 
raintroughs  and  downpipes  are  required  to  the  roofs. 
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